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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following work is intended to 
convey to ^the juvenile mind, the 
knowledge of some of the most strik-, 
ing events recorded in the sacred 
Scriptures, the whole forming such 
an interesting series, as will greatly 
&cilitate the recollection of those im- 
portant facts, which are scenically ex- 
hibited by the Automatical Camera- 
obscura. 
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6 ADVERTISEMENT. 

The mode adopted for this purpose, 
it is hoped, will be found possessing 
peculiar advantages; for by repre- 
senting the event under consideration 
to the eye of the mind, without the 
aid of prints, will have a tendency to 
excite the imagination, improve the 
memory, impress the mind, and at 
the same time assist, the pupil to re- 
late either history or any other sub- 
ject with perspicuity and ease. 

Copious extracts from various re- 
spectable authors, on Scripture his- 
tory, and Oriental customs, are in- 
terspersed throughout the following 
pages; with the design to render 
the woric both pleasing and instruc- 
tive. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 7 

Remarks in the scene under review 
are occasionally introduced, not only to 
fix the attention of the observer, but 
also to assist pious parents in ques* 
tioning their youthful progeny on their 
knowledge of Scripture. 

How far the author has succeeded 
in his endeavours to subserve the best 
interest o5 the rising generation, will 
now be respectfully left to the de- 
cision of the religious public. Should 
the scenes which he has selected, or 
the mode which he has chosen for their 
exhibition, iaduce greater attention to 
the sacred volume from those to whom 
the Camera may be presented, the 
writer will consider that the time 
which it cost him to construct the in* 
b2 
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8 ADVERTISEMENT. 

strument, has been well occtipied, and 
that he has received a high, though he 
will readily acknQwledge, an nnmo 
irited reward; 
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INTRODUCTION. 

It is a truth established beyond all 
contradiction, that man is bom to 
trouble, as the sparks fly upward : to 
this all are exposed. Parental care 
cannot prevent its visiting the objects 
of their most tender solicitude, nor can 
prudence or piety plead exemption 
from the common lot of man. True 
religion only can a6ford the support 
b3 
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10 INTRODUCTION. 

the afflicted need, and which the sub- 
jects of divine grace receive in the day 
of adversity. True it is, that they 
may be severely tried; the circum- 
ambient cloud may clothe the horizon 
with blackness; but even then a ray 
of light will penetrate the shade, dis- 
pel the gloom, and in Achor's vale 
discover the door of hope. This has 
frequently been verified in the expe- 
rience of Zion's travellers, and is not 
irrelevant to the case of Mr. Daven- 
port, the inventor of the Automatical 
Camera-obscura. 

Mr. Davenport began business with 
small property : in early life he was 
brought under serious impressions, 
which issued in his conversion to God. 
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INTROPUCTION. H 

He was very industrious — became a 
prosperous man — conscientiously de- 
voted a certain portion of his increase 
to benevolent purposes, and thus for 
many years enjoyed the luxury of 
doing good. In an unexpected hour, 
however, he was suddenly reduced 
from opulence to penury ; and God, 
who had formerly made Mr. Daven- 
port his almonet, inclined many to 
assist him in the time of his distress. 

His religious friends raised amongst 
themselves sufficient for his present 
exigencies, and engaged to contribute 
towards his future support. Some of 
them, however, who appeared warmly 
attached to him at the commence- 
ment of his misfortimes, at no very 
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12 INTRODUCTION* 

distant period looked upon him with 
great coohiess ; others expressed their 
surprise that he could not find some- 
thing to do ; and several of them ac- 
tually withdrew their subscriptions^ 
This treatment grieved Mr. Daven- 
port ; but the Lord, in whom he con- 
fided, preserved him from fainting 
under the pressure of his afflictions. 
He often ruminated on past events, 
and especially dwelt on the various 
bereavements with which he had been 
visited. 

Thinking on a belovfed wife, who 
had been long removed from his em- 
brace, painfiil recollection induced the 
following reflections: — Happy spirit! 
you formerly soothed my cares; and. 

Digitized by Google 



INTRODUCTION. 13 

at the solemn hour of your departurje, 
consoled me by declaring, that we 
should meet again. Welcome the day 
when I shall follow you to the realms 
of bliss. There I shall also meet the 
darling of my decUning days. Samuel I 
my, lovely boy, how did you entwine 
iSout my heart ! With what pleasure 
did you receive my presents ! What 
astonishment did the Camera excite, 
when you beheld, for the first time, 
the representation of living objects 
passing before your enraptured sight! 
These reflections produced strong 
emotions in the parent's breast, and, 
with a deep sigh, he said, O that I 
had a Camera of heaven! then I 
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14 INTRODUCTION, 

should behold scenes which would 
delight my soul. 

Having mused for a considerable 
time on the state of future bliss, Mr. 
Davenport, rousing from his reverie, 
exclaimed, Camera of heaven ! I have 
it here ! ! laying his hand upon a Bible 
then on the table. In this blessed 
volume, by the eye of faith, I behold 
the saints which came out of great 
tribulation, arrayed in their white 
robes, and almost hear them cry tri- 
umphantly. Salvation to our God, who 
sitteth upon the throne, and to the 
Lamb, for ever and ever. 

Contemplating the state of future 
bliss, in connection with the vnsh he 
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INTRODUCTION. 15 

had just expressed of having a Camera 
of heaven^ the idea darted into his 
mind, that an instrument might be so 
constructed as to represent scripture 
scenery in a most pleasing manner. 

Being particularly intimate with an 
optician, Mr. Davenport consulted him 
upon the subject, and was informed, 
that his idea was perfectly correct; 
for by an improvement in the Camera, 
the scene might be thrown perpen- 
dicularly before the eye of the specta- 
tor, which, with the aid of good draw- 
ings, and automaton figures, especially 
if the assistance of a ventriloquist were 
obtained, would produce a most strik- 
ing effect; adding, I mo^t heaxtily 
wish that you were in possession of 
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16 INTRODUCTION, 

such an instrument ; you are well ac- 
quainted with the Scriptures, from 
which many scenes may be selected, 
that you might exhibit in living 
beauty. 

" My worthy brother in adversity/' 
said Mr. Davenport, " I readily ac- 
knowledge that the thought greatly 
pleased me; your opinion concerning 
the practicability of improving the 
Camera, and adapting it to the design, 
is also gratifying: but I do not per- 
ceive the least probability of your 
wish, on my behalf, bejng realized, for 
certainly to accomplish what you pro- 
pose, would be attended with great 
expense, and you know I have no 
property." 
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INTRODUCTION. 17 

*' Yes, I do know that yoa have no 
property, and that the constructing 
such an instrument would be attended 
with very considerable expense; but 
should you not remember who has 
liaid. The silver is minej and the gold 
is minei the hearts of all are in his 
hand; do not give way to unbelief; 
there is nothing impossible with Him 
who has thus far supported you. Who 
can tell whether the Lord may not yet 
induce some of your friends to assist 
you?" 

Mr. Davenport hesitated ; but after 
much entreaty engaged to wait upon 
a gentleman who had formerly pro- 
fessed the greatest friendship for him, 
submit the design to his considera- 
c 
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18 INTJUODUCTION. 

tioii, aixd request some assistance to- 
wards putting it in execution. 

He was tolerably well received, but 
on mentioning the object of his visit, 
he perceived an immediate change in 
the behaviour of his professed friend. 
" What !" said he, *' have you not done 
with your schemes? have you not 
squandered away your property ? are 
you not content with living in idleness, 
but are yqu desirous further to tax 
those who contribute to your support? 
A man of your years should have 
known better than to have made such a 
proposal: however, not another shilling 
shall you ever have from me." 

Mr* Davenport, though not imused 
to unpleasant reflections on his mis- 
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INTRODUCTION. J 9 

fortunes, was almost overcome by this 
rebuff; and retired to his solitude, 
determining to cease from man. The 
haughty individual to whom he had 
told his tale, not content with having 
personally insulted the afficted man, 
immediately informed his acquaint- 
ance of what he termed the impru-. 
dence and enthusiastic folly of his vi- 
sitant. Amongst others, he mentioned 
the circumstance to Mr. Ainsworth, 
a gentleman of large property and 
great benevolence. He had known 
Mr. Davenport in early life, and had 
at that time received many favours 
from him: what he now heard pro- 
duced an effect very different from 
that which was intended. He took an 
c2 
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20 INTRODUCTIOK- 

early opportunity of calling upon the 
distressed man, accosted him in the 
most friendly manner, apologized for 
not having visited him sooner, and 
said, "Though I cannot repay what 
I owe you, I am come to acknow- 
ledge my obligations/' 

" Obligations, Sir ! I hope you are 
not jesting at my misfortunes ?" 
' ^*l am obliged to you, and that 
greatly, for the assistance which you 
afforded me when I was setting out in 
life; you then rendered me most es- 
sential service, and I may justly add, 
under God, I am obliged to you for 
that prosperity with which I have 
since been favoured. I wait upon 
you, at present, in consequence of 
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INTRODUCTION. 21 

having heard that there is some plan 
which you are desirous to execute, 
but want a Uttle assistance to enable 
you to accomplish your design; is it 
not so?" 

" Sir/' said the good old man, " I 
scarcely know how to answer you; 
however, I am cert^ you are not 
under any obligation to me — the plea- 
sure that I enjoyed in being permitted 
to offer some little assistance to my 
friends, always rendered me the most 
obliged person/' 

**Well then, do inform me how I 
may now assist yaw, and according to 
your own rule, let me be the obliged 
individual/' 

*' I understand you. Sir; but I 
c3 
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22 iNtRODUclriOjj* 

have given up the design which I had 
in view, perhaps it was an improper 
one, not at all consistent with my pre- 
sent circumstances." 

" No, no ; Mr. Lofty has acquainted 
ine with the plan, which you men- 
tioned to him, and although it does 
not quite meet his approval, I Uke it 
exceedingly, and think it may answer 
very well. You must oblige me; set 
about constructing the instrument im- 
mediately — ^here is sufl5cient to begin 
with, (giving Mr. Davenport a hun- 
dred pounds Bank note,) and I will 
supply whatever may yet be re- 
quired ; if the design succeeds, do me 
the honour of becoming my almoner, 
and distribute (in your ovm way) what- 
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INtRODUCTION. 23 

ever there may be occasion for me to 
advance, for I know you like to be 
employed. — If the plan fails, remem- 
ber then I must be farther obliged, by 
being permitted to prevent, in future, 
the recurrence of such treatment as 
you have lately received." 

Mr. Ainsworth did not wait any 
reply, but giving the object of his be- 
nevolence a most hearty shake by the 
hand; and wishing him good success, 
immediately left him. 

Mr. Davenport was exceedingly 
astonished at having been treated so 
kindly by one whom he supposed had 
quite forgotten former times, felt much 
shame on account of his unbelief, and 
having again requested the interven- 
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tion of a superior Power, proceeded 
to the mechanist, and acquainted him 
with the success with which he had 
been favoured; they matured the plan, 
and as soon as the instrument was 
completed, the public was invited to 
attend the exhibition of the Automa- 
tical Camera Obscura. 
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EXHIBITION ROOM. 



Mr. Davenport f Mrs. Neville^ Amelia, 
and Harriot. 

Mrs. Neville.^^l have heard so good 
a report of your Exhibition, Mr. Da- 
venport, that I have brought two of my 
daughters to visit you this morning; 
will it be convenient for you to attend 
to them at present ? 

Mr. Davenport.-^VeYtectly so, Ma- 
dam. 

Mrs. iVei;i7fe.— Can both my girls 
view it at the same time ? 
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26 THE GARDEN OF EDEN. 

D. — Yes, Madam, they may. 

Mrs. N. — ^With what do you com- 
mence ? 

D. — If the young ladies look through 
any of those glasses, (pointing to the 
different lenses J I will present a scene, 
and you. Madam, will, perhaps, per- 
mit them to tell me what it represents, 

Mrs. N. — I understand you, and 
highly approve the plan. Now, my 
dears, let me hear your opinion. 

The young ladies having taken their 
stations agreeably to the direction of 
the Exhibitor, he enquired whether 
they could name the subject of the 
scene? 

Amelia, (the elder daughter,) look- 
ing very much disappointed, replied. 
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THE GARDEN OF EDEK. 27 

"Indeed, Sir, I cannot; for I perceive 
nothing but a very heavy mist." 

" Nor can I,^ added Harriot^ " it is 
all so cloudy," (rubbing the lens with 
her handkerchief,) 

D. — ^Will you. Madam, do me the 
favour to take a glance ? Perhaps yoij 
will be more successful, 

Mrs. N. looks into the Camera, as 
she retired from it, said, " No, Sir, I 
am not." 

Z). — Have the goodness. Madam, to 
resume your station; now young la- 
dies attend, (touching a spring as he 
made the request. Amelia instantly 
said, O, the sun is rising ! I can now 
see trees, shrubs, flowers, — ^how beau- 
tiful! Thank you. Sir, — clearer and 
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28 THE GARDEN OF EDEN. 

clearer.— what fruits!— I shoiild like 
to taste them, (said Harriot ;) look at 
the peaches, Amelia ; what a fine pine- 
apple on the right hand ! This is 
charming, is it not. Mamma? 

Mrs. N. — ^Very deUghtful, indeed, 
my dear ; (turning to Mr, Davenport, 
added,) I admire those transparent 
globules on the trees, representing, I 
imagine, the effects of the dissipated 
mist. What tree is that directly be- 
fore my view ? How beautiful the 
fruit I The most charming that I have 
ever beheld, — ^what is its name. Sir ? 

D. — ^That, Madam, I cannot tell; 
without sufficient authority it has ge- 
nerally been called an apple. 

Mrs. iV. — Very well, Sir; I sup- 
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THE GARDEN QF EDEN. 29 

pose, I am not the first lady who has 
been enamoured with it. And the 
stream flowing beyond the scene, is 
afterwards, I think, divided into four 
heads, and then receives four different 
names, does it not. Sir ? 

Z). — ^You are correct. Madam. 

Mrs. N. — I must acknowledge that 
the whole scene is extremely well 
managed; what a parterre does the 
fore-ground represent! How well de- 
lineated the umbrageous shade ! Fruits 
the most inviting, interspersed with 
flowers of varied tints. How the trees 
rise above each other in the more dis- 
tant view ! The whole surmounted 
with stupendous hills, illumined by 
the rising sun, and Aurora'is gold and 

D 
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30 ADAM AND EVE. 

purple mantle encircling the whole 
with astonishing splendour. Certain- 
ly, Amelia, you can now name the 
scene. 

Amelia. — I think I could. Mamma, 
if the place were not so solitary; but 
I can neither see the gardener nor his 
lady. 

D. — I should rather have denomi- 
nated him King, for here he reigns 
supreme, and has lately received the 
homage of his subjects. He is now, 
with grateful admiration, exploring his 
new domains ; and explaining to his 
lovely consort the peculiar properties 
of their attendants, who sportively 
play around the happy pair in the 
course of their perambulation.— Now, 
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ADAM AND EVE. 31 

young ladies, take another view, this 
scene you will find more social. 

Amelia. — Surely, Sir, this is a dif- 
ferent view of the same garden ; but I 
do not see either King, Queen, or at- 
tendaQts. 

D. — Do not you discover their 
palace ? Look to the right hand. 

Amelia — Now I do. Sir ; O, what a 
charming arbour ! With what an exu- 
berance of the sweetest foUage is it 
covered ! The jessamine and bignonia, 
the melianthus and clematis, combine 
their varied beauties to ornament the 
bower; while the myrtle, rose, and 
laurel, constitute a most beautiful 
treillis round its sides; and near the 
.entrance is a bank, thickly embossed 
d2 
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32 ADAM AND EVE. 

with violets. Do, my dear Mamma, 
look at it : certainly, this is Eden, and 
that is Adam's Bower. 

Harriot. — So it is. Sister ; observe 
the lilac and laburnum, how they wave 
their pliant branches in every direc- 
tion. Look! do look. Mammal lean 
see Adam and Eve coming to the front 
of the arbour. 

Mrs. N. — ^You are right, Harriot; 
they are now kneeling down on the 
violet bank which your' sister men- 
tioned; are they. Sir, going to their 
morning devotions? 

D: — ^They are. Madam; at which 
time all nature ^observes a solemn still- 
Bess. 

Mrs. i>r, — With what reverential 
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ADAM AND £V£. 33 

awe and holy admiration, do they 
direct their eyes towards heaven! 
(Amelia was going to speak, but Mrs. 
Neville, holding up her finger, all 
hearkened, and heard Adam thus so- 
lemnly address his Creator.) 

'* These are thy glorious works. Parent of Good ! 

Almighty ! thme this universal frame. 

Thus wondrous fair; thyself how wondrous then! 

Unspeakable ! who sitf st above these heavens. 

To us invisible, or dimly seen 

In these thy lower works: yet these declare 

Thy goodness beyond thought, and pow'r divine. 

Speak ye who best can tell, ye sons of light. 

Angels \ for ye behold him, and with songs 

And choral symphonies^ day without night, 

Circle his throne rejoicing; ye in heav'n. 

On earth join tiR ye creatures to extol 

Him first, him last, him midst, and without end ! 

Fairest of stars, last in the train of night. 
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34 ADAM AND £V£. 

If better thou belong not to the dawn. 
Sure pledge of day, that crown'st the smiling mom 
With thy bright circlet, praise him in thy sphere^ 
While day arises, that sweet hour of prime. 
Thou sun, of this great world both eye and soul. 
Acknowledge him thy greater ; sound his praise 
In thy eternal course, both when thou dimb'st. 
And when high noon hast gain'd, and when thou 

fall'st 
Moon, that now meet* st the orient sun, now fly's! 
With the fix'd stars, fix'd in their orb that flies ; 
And ye five other wandering fires, that move 
In mystic dance not without song, resound 
His praise, who out of darkness call'd up light. 
Air, and ye elements, the eldest birth 
Of Nature's womb, that in quaternion run 
Perpetual circle, multiform, and mix 
And nourish all things; let your ceaseless change 
Vary to our great Maker still new praise. 
Ye mists and exhalations that now rise 
From hill or streaming lake, dusky or grey. 
Till the sun paint your fleecy skirts with gold^ 
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ADAM AND EVE. 35 

In honour to the world's great Author rise ; 
Whether to deck with douds th' uncolour^d sky^ 
Or wet the thirsty earth with falling show'rs^ 
Bising or falling stUl advance his praise. 
His prsase, ye winds, that from four quarters blow. 
Breathe soft or loud; and ware your tops, ye pines. 
With every plant, in sign of worship wave. 
Fountains, and ye that warble, sifi ye flow. 
Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praise : 
Join voices all ye living souls, -ye birds. 
That singing up to heaven's gate ascend. 
Bear on your wings, and in your notes, his pruse. 
Ye that in waters glide, and ye th^t walk 
The earth, and stately tread, or lowly creep ; 
Witness if I be silent, mom or even. 
To hill or valley, fountain or fresh shade. 
Made vocal by my song, and taught his praise. 
Hail universal Lord ! be bounteous still 
To give us only good : and if the night 
Have gather'd ought of evil, or conceal'd. 
Disperse it, as now light dispels the dark I** 
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No sooner had the ventriloquist per- 
formed this part of his oflSce, than by 
his further aid, connected with the 
mechanical apparatus, birds of the 
. most beautiful plumage hovered around 
the bower, and immediately com- 
menced their matin song. What a 
concert f said Amelia. How the sweet 
warblers, with their varied notes, unite 
to swell the chorus ! The soaring lark 
—-the distant thrush— the domestic 
robin, severally assist in producing 
such charming harmony, that while it 
delights the ear, affects the heart. 
Sir, is there a bird of paradise in the 
garden ? 
-D.— You vnll see one a small dis- 
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ADAM AND EVE. 37 

tance on the left, just beyond the 
arbour; you may distinguish it from 
others by the shining green and gold 
upon its head, the pale yellow upon 
the lower part of its back, and espe- 
cially by two long feathers in its tail ; 
their shaft is of a deep black, tipped 
with feathers similar to those upon the 
head. 

-^me/ia.-^— Thank you, Sir; I see it 
now ; it is exactly like one I saw in 
the Museum. 

Harriot. — Sister, look at the ele- 
phant! See how he swings his pro- 
boscis — ^flaps his large ears — bows his 
sagacious head, and pads his enormous 
feet, as if paying his respects to Eve, 
and dancing to the surrounding music. 
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Look at those pretty doves perched 
on the top of the bower, and observe 
the peacock displaying his beauteous 
plumage just before Eve, who rests her 
deUcate hand on the majestic lion. 

I was looking at it, said Amelia, 
but I cannot help particularly noticing 
that Adam seems wholly engrossed 
with admiring his Queen; for I sup- 
pose I must thus designate the lady. 
How happy they appear. 

D. — They really were so, for the 
Creator had pronounced them good, 
and consequently happy. Well might 
the Poet thus describe their state of 
innocence :— 

" Thrice happy men ! 

And sons of men ! whom God bath thus advanc'd. 
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Created in his iinage^ there to dwell 
And worship him ; and in reward to rule 
Over his works, on earth, in sea, or air ; 
And multiply a race of worshippers 
Holy and just : thrice happy if they know 
' Their happiness, and persevere upright!" 

Mr. Davenport having again ad- 
justed the instrument, requested the 
ladies to make their observations. 

What an alteration have you pro- 
duced ! said Mrs. Neville, as she look- 
ed into the Camera. 

Amelia. — I think it is the same 
scene, Mamma, only it is now very 
cloudy. 

Mrs. Neville. — Cloudy, my love I 
such a dismal sombre hue pervades 
the whole, that I can scarcely distin- 
guish the respective objects, and those 
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I do perceive awaken a painful thought* 
Fruits withered— flowers faded— lairds 
silent, and even the animals look dif- 
ferent to what they did. A sad change, 
Su-! . 

Harriot. — Mamma! a hawk has 
just pounced upon one of those pretty- 
doves which we saw on the hour. 
Oh, how cruel ! Look at the leopard, 
said Amelia, seizing the goat; see how 
he rends it! In the former scene all 
was harmonious and happy; in this,, 
all discord and savage cruelty. Have 
Adam and Eve begun to differ ? Do 
they participate in the general effect ? 

D. — They have been the cause of 
that effect which this scene is intended 
to represent. They have broken God's 
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command, and their sin has introdilced 
disorder, misery, and death into the 
world. 

Amelia. — I perfectly well recollect 
the account, but I did not expect to 
see it thus represented. Where are 
Adam and Eve supposed now to be. 
Sir — are they hidden among the trees 
of the garden ? 

D. — Not at present; they have been 
called from thence, arraigned for their 
crime, and sentence has been pro^ 
nounced upon them for their offence : 
you may view them if you look again 
into the Camera. 

Harriot. — I see them; they are 
going hastily across the scene, clothed 
in coats of skin. 

E 
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jD. — The coats with which they are 
clothed were made, (it is supposed,) 
of the skins of those animals which 
the Lord had directed Adam to sacri- 
fice; thus typically pointing out the 
atonement for sin, which, in the fulness 
of time, would be made by the Son of 
God : the knowledge of this gracious 
design preserved them from despair, 
and supported them under the justly 
deserved punishment which their sin 
had brought upon themselves, and en- 
tailed upon their whole posterity. 

Amelia. — ^What deep distress is de- 
picted on their countenances I How 
they look behind them ! while they run 
as if impelled by an invisible power — 
they hasten their pace — ^they are gone! 
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Harriot. — O what a blaze of light! 

Mrs. N. — What do you suppose* it 
represents r 

Harriot. — I think it is intended to 
represent the guard which was placed 
at the east of the garden, but it turns 
round with such velocity, that I cannot 
see the sword. 

Mrs. N. — Have you, Amelia, un- 
derstood this scene ? 

Amelia. — I think I have. Mamma; 
for not only the entire change in the 
appearance of the garden, but the 
distress of Adam and Eve, and their 
having been driven out of Eden, cer- 
tainly signify that they had eaten of 
the forbidden fruit. 

Z>. — Perfectly correct, Miss ; I hope 
ir2 
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you will ever remember that sin is the 
l)aneful source of human misery ; we 
all feel its effects, but the cause is ge- 
nerally overlooked.—- Another scene is 
prepared; please to favour me with 
your remarks. 

Amelia. — I do not know what to 
make of this scene; it is very different 
from the others. Thistles and thorns 
in the fore grouud are very abundant, 
ftnd nearly the whole view appears 
uncultivated. Near the distant trees 
I can see two altars; from one of 
them smoke arises. Two men are 
coming this way — ^they meet ; one of 
them looks placid; the other very 
angry ; how dark the countenance of 
the latter! What passion does his 
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action indicate! how infuriated he 
strikes the other with his club! — ^he 
falls. — Oh! the unmerciful creature 
repeats his blows ! See how the fallen 
man struggles I he is now still — surely 
he is dead. 

Harriot. — Are they not brothers^ 
Sir? I think I know something of 
their history. Is not this a representa- 
tion of Cain killing his brother ? Mr. 
Davenport replied in the affirmative, 
and requested the young ladies to look 
again into the Camera. The scene is 
the same as the former, said Amelia, 
but Cain is now retiring from the 
corpse of his brother, and looks up- 
ward, as if hearkening to an unwel- 
come voice. He does so, said the 
e3 
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exhibitor, adding, in his history you 
may discover the dreadful nature of 
sin: how gradual its progress! how 
dreadful its consequences! first, he 
envies, then entertains nxalice, finally 
murders his brother, and prevaricates 
with God, who sentences him to live 
accursed, a fugitive and vagabond on 
the earth. Mrs. Neville thanked him 
for his instructive lesson to her daugh- 
ters, and said to them, I hope, my chil- 
dren, you will ever guard against envy, 
and every evil disposition ; for, if in- 
dulged, they are sure to issue in de- 
served punishment. 

D. — Your remark, however. Ma- 
dam, is most certainly correct, for 
infallible truth declares to every sin- 
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ner, Thine own wickedness shall cor- 
rect thee. 

The young ladies thanked their 
Mamma for her advice, and assured 
her, they had not forgotten the obser- 
vations which she had formerly made 
on the history of Cain and Abel. 

Amelia.'^Are you now going to ex- 
hibit the translation of Enoch, Sir ? 

jD. — No, Miss, that is not in my 
power. Scripture has revealed, con- 
cerning Enoch, that he walked with 
God, that he prophesied the coming 
of the Saviour in whom he believed — 
that he pleased God, and that God 
took him. But the manner of his 
translation is not mentioned ; however. 
Miss, this scene is of equal impor- 
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tance, although of a very different 
nature. 

The young ladies, turning to the Ca- 
mera, instantly cried, O this is the Ark! 

D. — Observe the good Patriarch; 
you will perceive him giving directions 
to those who are placing an inclined 
plane by the side of the Ark, for the 
ascent of the animals, which are soon 
to become its inhabitants. 

Amelia. — I see them. Sir; how the 
crowd seem to mock him ! 

D. — Yes, Miss, they do so. It is 
supposed " that some of them rallied 
him, for building a vessel at such a 
distance from the waters. Others 
said, " You have made a ship, now 
bring the water to it." Others, that, 
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after having long practised the trade 
of a husbandman^ he was at last re- 
duced to that of a carpenter. But he 
patiently replied, I shall have my turn, 
and you will learn, at your own ex- 
pence, who he is that punishes the 
wicked in this world, and reserves 
chastisements for them in the other." 
They did not believe Noah's testi- 
mony; but, instead of repenting of their 
wicked practices, despised the warn- 
ing, pursued their pleasure, and braved 
the impending danger, till they were all 
involved in one common ruin; while 
righteous Noah, and his family, were 
preserved in the Ark, which he had 
prepared according to divine direction. 
. Mrs. N. — Could you oblige me„ 
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Sir, by giving my daughters some ac- 
count of the dimensions of that vessel? 
I have endeavoured, but am not suffi- 
ciently acquainted with cubical mea- 
sure to do it with accuracy. 

D. — Different opinions are enter- 
tained concerning the length of the 
cubit ; but supposing, as many do, that 
the Hebrew cubit was twenty-one 
inches, Noah's Ark was five thousand, 
one hundred, and twenty feet long, 
eighty-seven wide, and fifty-two feet 
high. Its figure was an oblong square; 
the height might be divided into four 
stories: the first story might be for 
the bottom, or what is called the hold 
of ships ; the second might be a gra- 
nary, or magazine; the third might 
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coz^ain the beasts ; and the fourth^ the 
fowls. But the hold not being rec- 
koned as a story, and serving only for 
a conservatory of fresh water. Moses , 
says, there were; but three stories in 
the Ark; and, when interpreters say 
four, they include the hold. 

Amelia thanked Mr. Davenport for 
his information, made a memorandum 
of the dimensions in her pocket-book, 
and then returned to the Camera. 

The animals were seen entering the 
Ark ; birds of every species were ho- 
vering about it, and pressing towards 
the entrance. The food, which had 
been previously prepared, vvasputon 
board, and Noah, and his family then 
embarked. 
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Clouds gathered thick around, — the 
sound of rain was heard ; presently, it 
descended in torrents, and the rebel- 
lious antediluvians, too late beheld 
their danger. 

Mr. Davenport, having attended to 
the machinery while the abovd was 
representing, inquired of the young 
ladies, what they now thought of those 
who had lately mocked at the warning, 
which the righteous Noah had given 
them ? 

Amelia replied, that they appeared 
in great agitation; adding, some of 
them are drowned in endeavouring to 
swim to the Ark, — others reach it, but 
cannot keep their hold. 

Oh ! (said Harriot,) see that woman 
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with the child, how she presses it to 
her breast, as she struggles with the 
waves ! Look at that strong man, en- 
deavouring to extricate them from 
their awful situation ; he fails in the 
attempt, — he sinks! They all perish. 
Oh, how piteous ! 

What a breadth of water covers the 
plain! (said Amelia,) the Ark floats, 
and passes between the hills. The 
distracted people run up the moun- 
tains, — the animals mingle with the 
afirighted throng,-^ birds fly rapidly 
through the tempestuous atmosphere, 
and mingle their piercing cries, with 
those despairing shrieks, which now 
reverberate through the whole crea- 
.tion. 

F 
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"This scene. Sir, is awful in the ex- 
treme, it quite overcomes me. 

The young ladies, at their Mamma's 
request, retired from the Camera, and, 
after a short pause, the Exhibitor said 
to Mrs. Neville, Perhaps, Madam, 
you wiU permit the young ladies to 
favour me with a brief account of what 
succeeded the catastrophe, the repre- 
sentation of which has so much af- 
fected them '{ 

Mrs. N.—l thank you for the pro- 
posal, my daughters, I hope, will rea- 
dily oblige you ; come Harriot, let me 
hear. 

Harriot. — I think. Mamma, that the 
flood continued forty days upon the 
earth, and prevailed exceedingly; so 
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that all the high hills and the moun-' 
tains under heaven were covered. All 
flesh died, and every living substance 
was destroyed that was upon the face 
of the ground. Noah only remained 
alive, and they that were with him in 
the Ark. After the end of one hun- 
dred and fifty days, the waters were 
abated, and the Ark rested on the 
mountains of Ararat. Noah, having 
waited a considerable time, I think for 
forty days, sent forth a raven which 
did not return to him. He afterwards 
sent out a dove, but it found no rest 
for the sole of her^ foot, so that re- 
turned to him. He staid seven days, 
and sent her out again, and she 
returned to him in the evening, with 
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an olive leaf in her mouth. He staid 
another seven days, and sent her forth, 
but she did not return any more. 

D. — Extremely well. Miss Harriot; 
can you proceed any further with the 
history ? 

Harriot. — I believe I can. Sir, but 
you know it so well yourself, perhaps 
I shall weary you. 

D. — O, no. Miss, it always affords 
me pleasure, when I find my visitors 
acquainted with the Bible ; now have 
the goodness to proceed. 

Harriot. — ^After what I have men-- 
tioned, Noah came forth, and his 
sons, and his wife, and his sons' 
wives with him ; and every living 
thing went forth out of the Ark. He 
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then builded an altar to the Lord, on 
which he presented his offering, and 
the Lord set a bow in the clouds as a 
token of the covenant, in which he de- 
clared that the waters should no more 
become a flood to destroy all flesh. 

Very correct, indeed, said the exhi- 
bitor, your repetition does honour to 
the instruction which you have re- 
ceived. 

Mrs^ N. — Amelia, should you not 
also try your memory? By doing so, 
you will obUgc me ; and I am confi- 
dent Mr. Davenport will not be weary. 

Amelia. — The information which my 
papa has given me on the subject of 
the deluge, is something to the follow- 
ing effect : — That the ark was typical 
f3 
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of the great Redeemed: Noah being 
shut in it signified the security which 
the Lord affords to all his believing 
people : the raven s continuance among 
the floating corpses was emblematical 
of the conduct of many professors 
of religion, who prefer the company 
of dead sinners to that of living 
saints; while faithful believers, who on 
some occasions are obliged to go 
amongst the spiritually dead, by their 
early return to the society of living 
saints, very much resemble the dove. 
Noah offering his thanksgiving on his 
deliverance, is an example set to be- 
lievers to return immediate thanks to 
God for all the preservations with 
which they are favoured— the Lord's 
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approval thereof, an evidence that the 
sacrifice of prayer and praise, pre- 
sented in the faith of Christ, will 
ever be accepted by their heavenly 
Father. 

When Amelia had concluded, the 
exhibitor said to Mrs. Neville, It high- 
ly gratifies me to find your young ladies 
so well infonned. Happy for those, 
whose parents pay similar attention to 
that which the young ladies have re- 
ceived. I am certain. Madam, you 
have a present, lior can I doubt you 
will have a future reward. 

Mrs. N. — You express yourself so 
well satisfied with my girls, that 1 
must request you to oblige me with 
some account of Mount Ararat; I know 
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information on that subject would 
please them exceedingly. 

Mr. Davenport immediately replied, 
" There are who think the mountain 
of Ararat, upon which Noah's ark rest- 
ed, was that on the east of Persia, 
and north of India. But it is more 
probable that it was the Ar-dagh, or 
Parmak-dagh, the finger mountain, be- 
cause it is straight, and stands by 
itself, like a finger held up : it is, as it 
were, taken off the other mountains of 
Armenia, is thirty-six miles east from 
Erivan, is shaped like a sugar-loaf^ 
and is visible about one hundred 
and sixty or two hundred miles ; and 
Bruce says he saw Mount Ararat firom 
Derbhend, which is two hundred 
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and forty English miles distant : its top 
is inaccessible, both by reason of its 
height and the snow which perpetually 
covers it. The plain in which it stands 
is full of rich cultivation and verdure, 
watered by many streams, and con- 
tains forty villages, most of them with 
the usual appendages of gardens." 

Mrs. N. — Many thanks to you. Sir, 
for the information which you have 
given to my daughters; I am pre- 
vented by other engagements from at- 
tending longer at present to your in- 
structive exhibition; but either Mr. 
Neville or myself, with some of our 
family, will shortly again wait upon 
you. 
. In a few days Mrs. Neville repeated 
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her visit, and the young ladies took 
their station before the Camera. ^* What 
a splendid city T' said Amelia. " Is it 
a view of Rome ?" inquired Harriot. 

** That it cannot be," replied her sis- 
ter, " for it is built, or rather is now 
building, in a very extensive plain ; I 
think it must be Babel, with the tower 
in the midst of it. How ^nmensely 
high ! What vast numbers of labourers 
are carrying materials up to the build- 
ers ! How eager they all appear ! 
Observe the crowd about it/' " I do,** 
said Harriot ; " some of them jumping 
—others singing — others pointing with 
admiration towards the higher parts of 
the building." 

** I see and hear them too," said 
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Amelia ; " they are all observing the 
progress of the tower. How con- 
fidently they encourage the builders ! 

* Well done, my fine fellows/ say they; 

* you look as if you were in the clouds 
already ; you are sure to effect your 
design; who fears now being scat- 
tered abroad ? Finish the tower, then 
for a city, which shall contain our in- 
creased and increasing population for 
generations yet to come.'" " Look! 
look !" said Harriot to her sister, " the 
builders and labourers are quarrelling ! 
what can be the matter ?" " I think," 
replied Amelia, " that the labourers 
have carried up brick instead of slime. 
See how angrily the workmen point to 
the empty boards, and passionately 
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hold up their tools against the labour- 
ers. The squabble spreads from the 
top to the bottom of the building. 
Hearken to the crowd in the plain.** 
"What a noise!" said Harriot; "I 
never heard such a clacking !" 

Mrs. N. — My dear children, you are 
not very silent however. 

Amelia. — ^You will excuse us, mam- 
ma; we have the advantage of the 
builders, for we can understand each 
other, which they cannot do; that is 
pretty evident, from their violent ges- 
tures and strange articulations. Look 
at the men on the right hand, where 
the confusion began ; they then laughed 
at the others, but are now in equal 
distress. View others coming from 
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the city ; they mingle with the crowd, 
and partake of the general astonish* 
ment; amazement marks every coun- 
tenance, confusion prevails, and they 
now disperse in all directions. 

Mrs. A^.«— Your unseen ventriloquist 
has performed his oflSce extremely 
well, and this scene has quite engaged 
my daughters' attention. 

D. — I find it has, Madam, and I 
hope they will remember that the 
builders on the plain of Shinar, by 
aiming to live independently of God, 
brought upon themselves the displea- 
sure of Heaven, and the very event 
which they designed to avoid. 

AmeU4i.—l^ the tower, or any part 
of it, yet standing ? 

G 
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. D. — No, Miss, it is not : what be- 
came of this tower caimot be ascer- 
tained. About seventeen hundred years 
after its erection, Herodotus saw a 
structure at Babylon, consisting of 
eight towers, raised one above an- 
other, and each seventy feet high; 
above the highest of which was built 
the temple of Belus, the way to which 
winded about on the outside, and was 
so broad that carts could have passed 
each other ; but whether this was that 
mentioned by Moses, or one built on 
its foundation, is not known. 

Mrs. Neville. — ^The city of Babylon 
was, I imagine, (as you have delineated 
it in .your scene,) both splendid and 
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extensive ; could you inform me what 
were its dimensions ? 

D. — ^Yes, Madam, it was ; and its 
beauty, strength, and grandeur; its 
walls, temples, palaces, and hanging 
gardens ; the banks of the river, and 
the artificial canals and lakes made for 
the draining of that river in the seasons 
of its overflowings, are described with 
such pomp and magnificence by hea- 
then authors, that it might deservedly 
be reputed one of the wonders of the 
world. The city was square, one 
hundred and twenty furlongs every 
way, and the whole circuit of it four 
hundred and eighty furlongs, or twenty 
leagues. The walls were built with 
large bricks, cemented with bitumen* 
g2 

d by Google 



Digitized b; 



68 BABYLON* 

a thick glutinous liquor, which issues 
out of the earth in the country there* 
abouts ; it binds stronger than mortar, 
and becomes hard^ than the brick 
itself. These walls were eighty-seven 
feet thick, three hundred and fifty feet 
high, and four hundred furlongs in cir- 
cumference. The whole was encom- 
passed with a vast ditch, filled with 
water, and brick-work carried up on 
both sides. The earth which was dug 
out, was used in making the bricks 
for the walls of the city ; so that one 
may judge of the depth and largeness 
of the ditch, by the extreme height 
and thickness of the walls. There were 
a hundred gates belonging to the city, 
twenty-five on each of the four sides : 
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these gates, with their posts, were of 
brass. Between every two of these 
gates were three towers, risiised ten 
feet higher than the walls, where they 
were necessary; for the city being 
encompassed in several places with 
marshes, which defended the approach 
to it, there was no need of towers on 
those parts. 

A street answered to each gate; 
so that there were fifty streets in all, 
cutting one another at right angles, 
each fifteen miles in length, and one 
hundred and fifty-one feet wide. Four 
other streets, with houses only on one 
Ride, having the ramparts on the other, 
made the whole compass of the city ; 
each was two hundred feet wide. As 
g3 
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the streets of Babylon crossed one 
another, they formed six hundred and 
seventy-six squares, each four furlongs 
and a half on every side, making two 
miles and a quarter in circuit. Of 
these squares the houses were three or 
four stories high, their fronts richly 
embellished, and the inner space was 
courts and gardens. 

The Euphrates divided the city into 
parts, from north to south. Abridge 
of admirable structure, of about a fur- 
long in lengthy and sixty feet wide, 
communicated over the river; at the 
two extremities of this bridge were 
two palaces, the old on the east of the 
river, the new on the west. The 
temple of Belus, near the old palace, 
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filled an entire square. The city was 
situated in a vast plain, whose soil was 
extremely fat and fruitful. 

AmeUa. — ^Would you have the good- 
ness. Sir, also to favour us with some 
account of the hanging gardens ? 

D. — It will afford me pleasure. Miss, 
to give you every information in my 
power. Nothing was more stupen- 
dous than they were. They contained 
a square of four hundred feet on each 
side, and consisted of terraces, one 
above another, carried up to the 
height of the walls of the city; the 
ascent from terrace to terrace being 
by steps ten feet wide. The whole 
pile consisted of substantial arches 
upon arches, and was strengthened with 
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a surrounding wall of twenty-two feet 
thick. The floors on each terrace were 
laid in this order : First, on the top of 
the arches was laid a bed or pave- 
ment of stones, each sixteen feet long, 
and four broad : over this, a layer of 
reed, mixed with a great quantity of 
bitumen: over this, two courses of 
brick, closely demented with plaister : 
over all these were thick sheets of 
lead ; and on these, the earth or mould 
of the garden, so deep, as to give suf- 
ficient root to the largest trees, with a 
variety of other vegetables pleasing to 
the eye. Upon the uppermost terrace 
was a reservoir, supplied by a certain 
engine with water from the river, and 
from whence the gardens on the other 
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terraces were supplied with moisture* 
Nimrod, the first king of Babylon, and 
perhaps in the world, is generally al- 
lowed to have founded this city. 

Now, young ladies, let m6 hear 
whether you can as well recognize the 
following, a^ you did the preceding 
scene* 

Harriot.^^1 am sure I cannot tell 
what this means. ** Nor does it strike 
me," said Amelia ; " there are cattle 
in the distance, and the herdsmen 
seem to be at variance, for they are 
driving the cattle about as if each was 
determined to have the pasture which 
he most approved; perhaps I shall 
know presently, for there are two men 
coming forward ; the elder appears the 
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superior, is of a captivating counte- 
nance, and mild deportment ; the other 
looks displeased. I wish I could hear 
the subject of their conversation ; will 
you direct your ventriloquist to cause 
them to speak a little louder ?" 

2>. — Not at present. Miss ; I think 
you know something of their history^ 
and am desirous to try your recollec- 
tion* Have you not read concerning 
a good man and his nephew, who left 
Haran, intending to go together into 
the land of Canaan ? 

Amelia. — You mean Abram and 
Lot. 

2>. — ^You are so for correct; will 
you have the goodness to proceed? 

Amelia. — With the assistance of 
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your representation, I will endeavour 
to do so. Lot aiid Abram separate; 
Lot joumies towards the east ; Abram 
removes his tent, dwells in the plain 
of Mamre, and, according to his usual 
custom, builded there an altar unto 
the Lord. Your scene. Sir, has very 
accurately displayed the choice of 
Lot ; it appears well watered, and 
very fertile. — O, you have altered the 
scene! Lot is now in Sodom. The 
wicked inhabitants are pulling him 
about — he is rescued — gets into his 
house— the shades of night come on, 
— I cannot distinguish any thing fur- 
ther. 

Z>. — Allow him time to converse 
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iKvith his relatives, and then, perhaps,; 
you ms^y see him again. 

Amelia. — How soon you change the 
scene ! This agam is quite different ; 
Lot is now coming from his house, 
acconfpanied with his wife and daugh- 
ters, and protected by a superior 
power. How he lingers ! His guard 
presses him forward; he points to a 
city at a small distance, and appears 
requesting permission to go thither. 

Z>. — Again you are correct; Lot 
had not left off choosing for himself: 
attend, and you will presently perceive 
the consequence. 

Amelia. — The rising sun now plainly 
discovers the buildings of the city. 
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Harriot. — O how dreadful! Fire 
from heaven is descending upon it] 
Lot's wife looks back, and the distant 
flames illumine the pillar of salt which 
she is now become. 

/>.— Which do you now think had 
the most reason to be contented with 
his lot ; the nephew who chose accord- 
ing to appearances, or the uncle who 
patiently accepted what the other 
left ? 

Amelia. — There can be, no hesitation 
in deciding on that point, all must 
acknowledge that Abraham's lot was 
£aur better than his nephew's choice. 

D, — It would be well if all were of 
your opinion, but it is too generally 
the case that men rather prefer their^ 
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own choice, than cordially accept the 
appointment of Providence. 

When the young ladies had resumed 
their stations, Harriot immediately 
said, O I know this, it is Abraham 
and Isaac : Abraham has the knife and 
firQ in his hand, and Isaac the wood 
on his shoulder. I do not see the 
altar. 

Amelia. — Perhaps they are con- 
versing about it, for Abraham is heap- 
ing some earth together between two 
little hillocks ; I dare say that is for it. 

Harriot. — That camiot be, for I have 
always seen it represented as built of 
stones, with mortar between them. 

But you see, replied Amelia, that 
it is designed for the altar, for Abra- 
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ham is now putting the wood upon 
it. What deep abstraction his coun- 
tenance indicates? He turns to his 
son — he piauses — ^surveys the altar — 
adjusts the wood — again looks towards 
his son, whose expressive countenance 
seems to say. My father ; here is the 
fire and the wood, but where is the 
lamb for a burnt offering ? Abraham 
takes him by the hand, and I imagine 
makes known to him the command he 
is going to execute. — ^Yes, it certainly 
Was so. How affectionately they em- 
brace! The parent binds the imre- 
sisting youth — ^lays him on the altar — 
now stretches fgrth his hand, and 
takes the knife to slay his son. — But 
look ! His eyes are instantaneously di- 
h2 
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rected towards heaven 1 while he 
hearkens with inexpressible delight to 
the gracious determination now re- 
vealed to him. He discovers the ram 
— snatches it from the thicket, and 
gladly offers him up for a burnt offer- 
ing, as a siibstitute for his son. 

Miss Amelia, said the exhibitor, I 
wish the artist had done equal justice 
to the scripture fact, as you have done 
to his representation. 

Mrs. N. — It affords me pleasure to 
find that my daughters description 
meets your approval; I hope it will 
not make her vain, for it must be 
acknowledged that your scenes are 
truly descriptive of the facts which 
they represent. 
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D.— But, Madam, neither language, 
scenery, nor any means that man 
can devise, will ever be able to 
convey any adequate idea thereof; 
this history has in all ages been 
read with interest and admiration, 
though the conceived sufferings of the 
parent, have too frequently engrossed 
more attention than the unparalleled 
support given to the saint. To de- 
scribe the former, the skilful artist, the 
moving writer, and the eloquent orator, 
have exerted their respective powers 
in order to affect the sympathetic feel- 
ings of the heart. But this event has 
been recorded for the far more noble 
and gracious purpose, the gloryfying 
Christ, and benefiting man; by ex- 
h3 
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hibiting the astonishing effects of pre- 
cious faith. In the exercise of which, 
observe the father of the faithful leav- 
ing his tent, early in the morning after 
be had received ttie divine command ; 
accompanied with his son and his ser- 
vants^ immediately proceeding to the 
hill of which the Lord had told him. 

Scripture makes no mention either 
of hesitation on his setting out, or 
agitation on his journey; doubtless 
the tranquil resignation with which he 
was then indulged, arose from his firm 
belief in the promises which the Lord 
had given to him concerning Isaac. 
In the hope of their fulfilment he laid 
the wood of the burnt offering upon 
his son, and taking the fire and knife 
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in his hand, they went both together 
to the place appointed. He prepares 
the altar, unhesitatingly replies to 
Isaac's affecting enquiry " Where is 
the lamb for a burnt offering ?" " My 
son, God will provide himself a lamb 
for a burnt offering." Behold him in 
this trying moment, viewing with |the 
eye of faith, through the long vista of 
succeeding generations, the future pro- 
geny of Isaac, more numerous than 
the stars of heaven, brought to the 
feet of his great and gracious Lord, 
the promised Messiah; and ^through 
him received into the divine favour in 
this world, and into eternal glory in 
that which is to come. Realizing 
these scenes, not staggering at the 
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promise, but seeing the day of Christ, 
and believing that God was able to 
raise Isaac up even from the dead, he 
lifted up his arm to slay his son. God 
accepted the intended obedience of 
Abraham, was glorified in the triumph 
of his faith, declared his approval of 
the Patriarch's conduct, who then of- 
fered up the substitution which the 
Lord had prepared, and returned his 
grateful thanks to God, under the 
title of Jehovah- Jireh.* 

By this delightful epithet the Lord 
has also manifested himself to his 
dependant and tried people, from 
Araham s time to the present hour. 
And whosoever is enabled to take 
• The LORD wiU provide. 
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encouragement; from his history to 
emulate his example, will find that 
the God of Abraham will never leave 
them, nor forsake them. 

The Lord not only revealed himself 
thus to the man who was called his 
friend, but also gave him the highest 
character; for speaking concerning 
him, he said, I know that he will 
command his children, and his house- 
hold after him, and they shall keep the 
way of the Lord. Agreeably to this 
declaration Abraham bound his servant 
by an oath, that he would not take a 
wife for his son Isaac of the daughters 
of the Canaanites, and at the same 
time assured him, that the Lord God 
of heaven, who took him from his 
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father's house> and separated him from 
the Heathen, would provide a wife for 
his son from the household of faith. 
Thus leaving an example to believers, 
to be careful for the purity of their 
house, and the spiritual advantage of 
their offspring. 

Mrs. N. — If I have^'hot been misin- 
formed, the followers of Mahomet, 
have an extreme respect for the me- 
mory of the Patriarch. 

D. — ^Yes, Madam, they have, and 
also relate a variety of extraordinary 
circumstances concerning him: they 
tell us, that Abraham one day pray- 
ed to Grod, Lord^ shew me how thou 
raisest the dead. The Lord answer- 
ed. Hast thou not faith ? Yes^ Lord, 
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but this request I make for my own 
satisfaction. At the same time, the 
devil observing the carcase of a man, 
thrown by the sea on the^ shore, 
part whereof had been devoured by 
birds, wild beasts, and fishes, thought 
this was a fair opportunity to ensnare 
men, with regard to their belief of a 
resurrection. At that time, Abraham, 
by God's appointment, appeared on 
the shore, and the devil immediately 
accosted him, in the shape of a man, 
under surprise ; asked him how it was 
possible the members of that carcase, 
dispersed in the beUies of so many 
different animals, should be re-united 
at the resurrection ? Abraham replied : 
" He who had power to form all the 
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parts of our bodies out of nothing, 
may be very well able to re-unite 
them, from the several places where 
they are scattered : the potter crushes 
an earthen vessel, and, when he pleases, 
fashions it again of the same clay." 
God, afterwards, says to Abraham, 
Take four birds, tear them in pieces, 
and lay the divided parts of them on 
four separate mountains; then caU 
them, and you shall see ail these four 
birds immediately come to you. The 
Turks tell us, that the four birds men- 
tioned by Mahomet, were the cock, 
the pigeon, the raven, and the pea- 
cock ; that Abraham, after he had di- 
vided jthem, dissected them, then min- 
gled them together ; some add, that he 
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even pounded them in a mortar, and 
composed but one mass of them, of 
which he made four portions, which 
he placed on the tops of four different 
mountains; then holding up their 
heads, which had been reserved by 
him, he called them separately by 
their names, and each of them imme- 
diately returned, and re-joined its head, 
and flew away. Thus Grod convinced 
Abraham of a resurrection. 

The Maji, or worshippers of fire, 
(still subsisting in Persia) have equal 
respect for Abraham as the Musselman. 

The Jews also narrate very singular 
stories, concerning this venerable pa- 
triarch, they say, Ihat Terah, the father, 
of Abraham, was an idolater, and like- 
I 
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wise a dealer in^ and maker of idols. 
It chanced one time, that Terdh went 
on a journey, and left Abraham to take 
care oC and dispose of the idols during 
his absence. 

Wlien a man csune to purchase an 
idol, Abraham asked him his age. When 
the man had answered him, Abraham 
replied: "Can it be possible, that a 
person of your years can be so stupid, 
as to worship that which was made 
but yesterday ?" The man being quite 
overwhelmed with shame, hung down 
his head, and departed. In this manner 
he served several. At length, there 
came an old woman, with a measure 
of fine flour in her hand, which she told 
him, she had brought as an offering 
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to all the idols. Abraham at this^ was 
exceedingly wrath, and took a large 
stick, and broke all the idols, except 
the largest; which he left whole, and 
put the stick into his hand. 

When Terdh returned, and perceived 
all the idols broken, he asked Abraham 
how that came to pafes? Abraham in- 
formed him, " That there came an old 
woman, and brought an offering of fine 
flour to the idols: upon which, they 
inunediately fell together by the ears 
for the prize, when the large one killed 
them all, with the stick which he held 
in his hand. 

Terah feeling the full force of the 
satire, was greatly exasperated; and 
immediately had Abraham before Nim- 
i2 
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red, in order to have him punished for 
the contempt shewn to his gods. 

Nimrod commanded him to worship 
his deities^ which Abraham refusings 
Nimrod had him immediately thrown 
into a fiery furnace, from which he 
came out unhurt^ 

The young ladies having thanked the 
exhibitor for his information, returned 
to the Camera; and Amelia having 
observed the scene for a little while, 
said, this is a delightful view, but I 
must confess, that I know not what it 
is intended to represent. 

Harriot. — Nor do I, if some of the 
inhabitants would come out of the city, 
I might perhaps guess, but I cannot 
at present. 
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Amelia. — If there be no inhabitants 
from the city, I perceive a very re- 
spectable looking man, and some ca- 
mels just making their appearance. 

Harriot.-^l see them, the man 
makes his heavy laden attendants kneel 
down, what can this mean ! 

Amelia. — It begins to explain itself, 
and if I am not mistaken, the man is 
making supplication to his master's 
God. 

. Harriot. — Do you think then, that 
he is Abrahams servant? I should 
not have known it, for I can see nei- 
ther Rebekah, nor the welL 

Amelia. — Look at the damsel, just 
coming out of the city gates, surely 
that is Rebekah, what a beautiful per- 
i3 
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son, how elegant her carriage! with 
what ease she carries the pitcher on 
her shoulder ! 

Harriot. — ^You are right, sister, the 
man has filled it, she rests it on her 
hand, and lets him drink ; and having 
done so, said Amelia, see how nimbly 
she trips to the well, and fills the 
trough for his camels to drink also. 
He appears astonished, directs his 
eyes towards heaven, as if in grateful 
adoration, concluding that his prayer 
was answered. 

How courteously he presents to 
Rebekah the ear-rings and bracelets, 
which he brought for the intended 
partner of his master s son. She re- 
ceives them with great afiabiUty, points 
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to her father & house, and runs thither 
before bina, to prepare a welcome re- 
ception for the liberal stranger. 

Harriot. '^^O, Sir, you have changed 
the scene ! 

D. — Yes, Miss, I have, with an ia- 
teHtion to introduce you within the city. 

Amelia.— ^OM have indeed. Sir, and 
not only into the city, but the domestic 
circle also; may we not be favoured with 
the assistance of your ventriloquist. 
. D. — Not at present. Miss, I only 
require his add, on special occs^ions, 
you have been so well instructed by 
your mamma, and are so conversant 
with the port-folio, from which my 
scenes are taken, that you scarcely 
need his assistance, or any explanation 
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from myself. For I imagine, from 
the appearance and actions of the 
automata, assisted by your know- 
ledge of the history, you will be at 
no loss to discover the subject of con- 
versation. 

Mrs. ,N. — Come, Amelia, do not be 
ceremonious, Mr. Davenport has paid 
so polite a compliment to your mamnia^ 
that for her honour, neither yourself 
nor your sister, must trouble him with 
maiiy questions ; but explain the repre- 
sentation, in the best manner in your 
power : Harriot, as you are the young- 
est, favour us first with your opinion. 

Ifomo^.— O mamma, there are so 
many figures in this scene, that I am 
sure I shall not be able to explain it. 

Digitized by Google 



Abraham's gERVANT. 97 

do permit my sister; perhaps, the gen- 
tleman will show us an easier one by 
and by. 

Mrs. N. — ^Amelia, oblige your sister 
and proceed. 

Amelia. — I think. Sir, that the man 
who . has just crossed the scene, with 
some straw, and has now brought some 
water to wash the feet of his visitor, 
and his attendants, must be Laban ; 
he presents meat also to them, the 
servant declines the hospitable offer, 
and although. Sir, you will pot permit 
your -ventriloquist to assist me, yet- the 
figure which now appears speaking, 
has such an expreseive action, I almost 
think I hear him say, I will not eat 
until I have told my errand. 
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. How attentively Rebekah listens 
to his tale ! I do not think the bloom 
upon her countenance, arises from dis- 
approbation, but rather indicates the 
pleasure which she feels, while he pro- 
ceeds to acquaint the family with the 
design of his visit, and the success 
with which he had already been fa- 
voured. 

The father and brother of the dam- 
sel appear at once to comply with his 
request. I aJmire the faithful servant, 
well did he deserve so good a master ; 
see how he again bows himself almost 
to the earth, as receiving his answer 
both from God and from man. He was 
not only a trusty, but a wise servant ; 
not only a good man, but a man of 
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great address. His attendants, at his 
direction, now bring in the treasures ; 
jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, 
also elegant and superb dresses, which 
the well-pleased Rebekah very cour- 
teously receives. 

You find. Miss, said the exhibitor, 
that it was an antient custom for ladies' 
to be fond of a little finery; and tra- 
vellers assert, that the same desire 
prevails in every country, to the present 
time. 

Mrs. iV— Then, Sir, if that be cor- 
rect, ladies should not be blamed for 
introducing new fashions. 

D. — I assure you. Madam, I by 
no means censure the ladies for doing 
so, change of fashions, may absolutely 
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be requisite, for the benefit of the com- 
munity ; I wish one were now intro- 
duced, that would not only be gene- 
rally approved, but universally adopted^ 
by the whole population of the emjure; 
such an one would please our manu- 
facturers, bring our looms into active 
service, employ the poor, and be ad- 
vantageous to all. 

Now, Miss Harriot, a scene is pre- 
pared, which I imagine you will at once 
recognize, favour me with your opinion. 

Harriot — I fear I shall not be able 
to describe it, so well as my sister; 
looking into the Camera, added, I see 
a venerable old man, reposing on a 
bed, or rather a sofa, he appears as 
if he were blind. A young man enters 
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with a dish in his hand, how the con- 
tents of it smoke ! he sets it down- 
goes to the venerable old man on the 
sofe, who strokes the face of the 
younger one — feels his hands — appears 
in doubt, and seems to be qestioning 
him. The younger one having with 
additional pillows raised up the elder, 
he hands to him the smoking dish. 

O I think this is Isaac and Jacob ! 
yes, it is ; Jacob kisses his father, who 
lifting up his hands appears to pro- 
nounce his blessing on him. There is 
also an elderly woman standing by the 
door, whom I suppose to be Rebekah, 
but I do not remember reading, that 
she was present at the time, Jacob 

K 
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took the venison to his father, am I 
mistaken^ Sir, in regard to this scene? 
" No," replied the exhibitor, you are 
perfectly correct; that figure was 
added to the story by the mechanist. 
I really think. Sir, replied Harriot; 
that it would have been better without 
it ; however, from the scene I per- 
ceive now, that I was right, for here 
comes Esau, he is easily known, his 
arms and hands are so hairy. How 
Isaac trembles! Esau looks angry — 
supplicates his father, who now again 
raises his hands, as in the act of de- 
votion; and Esau leaves him, with a 
countenance indicating revenge against 
his brother. 
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Mrs. N. — Harriot you have succeed- 
ed very well, I shall not fail to reward 
your attention. 

J). — I think. Madam, that you are 
acquainted with a lady, who receives a 
present reward, in witnessing the pro- 
ficiency which her pupils have made 
in the knowledge of Scripture His- 
tory; but who can calculate the future 
advantages which they may ^derive, 
from this important branch of maternal 
instruction. 

I will now offer to their attention, a 
series of representations referring to 
a history, which they have often read 
with pleasure, and which I expect 
they will at once recognise. 

-^mefia.— What a beautiful moon-^ 
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light ! there is no diflBculty in discover- 
ing the allusion of this scene. There 
lies Jacob, on what a pillow he 
rests his weary head ! how tranquilly 
he sleeps ! assuredly this is a repre- 
sentation of his dream. The ladder 
reaches so extremely high, that I can- 
not perceive the top of it, angelic 
forms are ascending and descending 
thereon. Jacob awakes. What so- 
lemnity in his countenance! he per- 
forms his morning devotions, and now 
erects a monumental pillar to perpe- 
tuate the recoUeetion of the inter- 
course which he here enjoyed with 
heaven. 

2>. — Never forget the happy choice, 
nor the pious resolution of this young 
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traveller. Here he chose the Lord to 
be his God, and devoted to his service 
a certain portion of the bounties of 
Providence, which might hereafter be 
given to him ; thus setting an example 
to all sojourners to glorify God, as they 
pass through this wilderness. 

I shall not offer to you any further 
scenic representation of his journey, 
you know that he was cordially re- 
ceived by Laban, that he obtained his 
daughters in marriage, served him 
faithfully, although he unfairly changed 
his wages several times: however, 
what Laban unjustly withheld the 
God of Jacob providentially bestowed. 

The exhibitor changes the scene; 
Harriot endeavours . to discover its 
k3 
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meaning, but again acknowledges that 
she cannot ; saying, " here is only an 
extensive plain covered with nume- 
rous flocks." " If you look more atten- 
tively," said her sister, *' you will see 
Jacob busily employed among them, 
peeling the rods of different trees, and 
making white strakes in them. Look 
how he places them in the watering 
troughs, and drives the flocks to the 
gutters; the sheep approach them 
with timidity, looking at, and fright- 
ened with the appearance of the rods, 
but Jacob will not let them turn away. 
See hoYir they frisk about, jump over 
both troughs and rods, but becoming 
more used to them, they drink with- 
out alarm." 
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" Thank you," said the exhibitor, 
" I hope, 'Miss, that you not only dis- 
cover the allusion of this scene, but 
learn from the history which it repre-. 
sents, that whatever the Lord promises 
to bestow, industry must be used to 
obtain, and also that the most evident 
interpositions of providence, will nei- 
ther silence the objections, nor satisfy 
the desires of a covetous and discon- 
tented mind. This the displeasure of 
Laban and his sons, at the increasing 
wealth of Jacob, sufficiently evinces : 
the Lord observing their conduct, com- 
manded him to return to the land of 
his kindred. 

On the scene being suddenly 
changed, Amelia said, " I perceive. 
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Sir, that he is already on his way 
thither, for Jacob is now surrounded 
by his wives, his children, and his 
herdmen ; he is giving them directions, 
and sending them away in different 
parties with presents, intending there* 
by to appease the wrath of Esau^ 
whom his messengers informed him, 
was coining armed to meet him. 

He is left alone, appears in deep 
meditation, he prays, seems earnestly 
engaged; now yises from his knees 
with a countenance expressive of 
perfect composure. " You are very 
correct," said the exhibitor; "depend- 
ance upon God produces composure, 
when all other means entirely fail." 
With pleasing admiration, Amelia now 
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noticed the meeting of the brothers ; 
saying. How gracefully Jacob bows to 
Esau! How affectionately they em- 
brace ! I am much obliged. Sir, this 
is a most interesting scene. 

" It is also truly instructive," replied 
the exhibitor ; " the historic fact which 
it displays, proves the power of prayer, 
and is a striking instance of the Lord's 
constant attention to his obedient ser- 
vants." 

AmeUa, on looking again into the 
Gaanera, observed that it contained a 
different scene. *^ Introduced on pur- 
pose," added the eidiibitor, " to repre- 
sent the close of this Patriarch's jour- 
ney. 

True, Sir, for I now see a tent. 
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and just before it an altar, at which 
Jacob is represented offering praise 
to his Almighty protector, for the de- 
liverance which he had lately expe- 
rienced. 

In representing this part of the life 
of Jacob, I cannot help noticing, said 
the exhibitor to Mrs. Neville, that the 
example of pious parents produces 
effects on succeeding generations. 
The progeny of the father of the faith- 
fiil, furnishes several pleasing proofs of 
the truth of this observation. Abraham 
was a man of prayer, Wheresoever he 
pitched his tent, his first concern was 
to erect an altar to the I^ord. Isaac 
was a man of prayer, as he journeyed 
from place to place, his family altar 
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was also his first concern, and both in 
the field, and in the tent, he carefully 
sought, and happily enjoyed commu- 
nion with his God. 

Jacob did honour to the memory of 
his progenitors, from the time that he 
left his father s house, until his return 
to his native land ; he was evidently a 
man of prayer, on which account he 
was honoured with the name of Israel. 

His history, however, shews that 
the closest walk with God does not 
exempt Zion's pilgrims from the se- 
verest trials. Your daughters, madam, 
have just beheld the Patriarch pitching 
his tent, as if arrived at a place of rest, 
expecting to enjoy the domestic mer- 
cies with which he was surrounded ; 
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but trials awaited him there, and pre- 
sently followed each other in rapiid 
succession. From many others I have 
selected an event for representation, 
which strikingly illustrates that what- 
ever expectation he might indulge, he 
was not yet beyond the boundaries of 
the thorny wilderness; your young 
ladies, I have no doubt, will discover 
immediately to what it refers. 

Harriot. — I am obliged' to acknow- 
ledge, that I do not. The general 
view is similar to one which we have 
already seen. An extensive plaip, 
flocks-— herds — :shepherds. The shep- 
herds are conversing together, and 
theire is a young man approaching 
them. I know now what it means. 
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Joseph and his brethren, for I can dis* 
cem his coat of many colours. 

^me/ia.— What anger is expressed 
in the countenances of the shepherds ! 
One of them (I suppose Reuben) points 
to an adjacent pit. 

Harriot. — Look, look how they 
seize their brother ! See how Joseph 
struggles ! but they are too strong for 
him. They strip off his coat, and ab- 
solutety throw him into the pit ! Cruel, 
cruel brothers ; with what indifference 
they now sit down to eat ! 

Amelia. — I imagine that they will 
not be long at their meal, for the Ish- 
maelitish merchants and their camels 
now appear. 

Harriot-^So they do, and Joseph's 
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brethren draw him up out of the pit^ 
and though we cannot hear what 
passes, yet we may easily guess what 
is the subject of their commimication 
with the merchants. 

Amelia. — Again observe Joseph, his 
actions would inform you of his painful 
situation, if you had not previously 
known the history ; how piteously he 
looks I how earnestly he supplicates ! 
See how he tui^ns to Judah, interceding 
for his life and liberty ! Oh the wicked 
creatures ! they thrust him from them ! 
receive the silver, and thus their yet 
imploring brother becomes a slave to 
the Ishmaelites. They must have been 
extremely hardened, before they could 
have treated him with such cruelty. 

Digitized by Google 



TO THE ISHMA£UT£S. 11$ 

Z). — ^Your observation, Miss, is just, 
and we should ever remember that 
sin is of a very hardening nature. In 
the case of Joseph and his brethren 
you may mark its progress. They 
took umbrage at the attention which 
Israel paid to the son of his old age — 
envied him the peculiar affection that 
his father evinced towards him — 
hated him on account of his dreams, 
and would have murdered Him, had 
not Reuben and Judah interposed on 
his behalf. 

Harriot. — I have not thought on 
the subject exactly in the same man- 
ner as you have mentioned. Sir, 
although I have never read the history 
without feeling the greatest abhorrence 
L 2 
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against the conduct of Joseph's bre- 
thren. 

Mrs. N. — I fear, my dear, that you 
have something of the same spirit 
in you ; do you not remember when 
your brother William was quite an 
infant, that you were displeased at 
his being so frequently in my arms, 
and envied him the caresses which he 
received. 

Harriot. — I have forgotten that ; 
you know. Mamma, I was then very 
young. 

Mrs. iV^—True, my love, you were, 
but there is yet occasion for you to 
guard against an envious disposition; 
I think you were not best pleased 
when your Papa rewarded Cljarlotte 
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with a new Atlas on account of her 
proficiency in geography. 

Harriot. — I am sensible, Mamma, 
I did not behave well on that occasion; 
but, indeed, I was very sorry for it 
afterwards, and my papa has permitted 
me since that time to accompany him 
and Amelia into the observatory, and 
shewed to me Jupiter and Lyra; one 
of them he said was a star, the other a 
planet ; I have not forgotten it, I was 
so pleased! Indeed, Mamma, I will 
never again give way to envy. 

D. — The young lady promises very 
fairly. Madam. 

Mrs. N. — ^Yes, Sir, she does so, and 
on the whole I have no great rea- 
son to complain ; Harriot often- obtains 
l3 
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rewards; it is oa account of the pro- 
gress that she has lately made in the 
knowledge of English history^ that she 
has the pleasure of visiting you this 
morning. 

!>.— I shall consider myself greatly 
honoured if the young ladies' atten* 
dance on my exhibition, promotes 
either their general knowledge of the 
Scriptures, or affords them clearer 
views of the events which the Camera 
represents. I have no doubt they will 
recoUect,. that notwithstanding Joseph s 
remarkable dreams, further sufferings 
awaited him, and that on his arrival in 
Egypt the Midianites sold him to 
Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh's^ and 
captain of the guard. With this key 
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I think they will have no difficulty in 
entering the apartment offered to their 
attention, and naming the persons who 
are represented therein. 

Harriot. — Indeed, Sir, I have no 
idea to what this scene alludes, cannot 
you favour me with a further hint ? 

Ex. — It would be a reflection on the 
artist who designed the picture, were 
I to render you any assistance at pre- 
sent. Will you oblige me^ Miss, by 
describing the scene? that will pro- 
bably bring the subject to your recol- 
lection. 

Harriot.— I think it represents the 
inside view of a large unfurnished 
room, with strong bars, and a very 
large lock upon the door. The hands 
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of the men are bound, and their coun- 
tenances extremely gloomy. 

Amelia. — I think, sister, if you had 
accepted tiiie gentleman's key you 
might certainly have opened the lock, 
large as it is. Surely you can tell who 
is now entering the apartment? 

^arnof.— Perhaps it is Joseph visit- 
ing Pharaoh's butler and baker in 
prison ; is it so ? 

Amelia. — Certainly. How kindly 
Joseph accosts them! The tallest I 
imagine is telling him his dream. How 
his countenance brightens as Joseph 
replies! without doubt that is the 
butler. 

Harriot. — You are right, for now 
the other, the baker, addresses him. 
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and at the close of his reply seems 
greatly dejected. 

Mrs. N. — Though Harriot could not 
name the scene, will you permit her. 
Sir, to try if she can recollect the 
history? 

Ex. — That, Madam, will afford me 
pleasure. 

Mrs. N. — Harriot, as your sister has 
opened the prison, can you inform me 
what followed Joseph's prediction ? 

Harriot. — I am sorry, Mamma, that 
I was so much at a loss, I hope you 
are not displeased with me, you know 
I have never been within side a prison^: 
I will proceed with the history imme- 
diately. The events agreed with 
Joseph's interpretation of the dreams. 
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for on the third day afterwards when 
Pharaoh made a feast to all his ser- 
vants, on account of his birth-day, he 
restored the chief butler to his butler- 
ship again; but he hanged the chief 
baker, as Joseph had predicted. 
.. Mrs. N. — ^Very well, my dear, I 
am not displeased with you; could 
you inform me. Sir, why Joseph used 
the same expression to foretel events 
so very dissimilar? " Within three 
days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head." 
Ex. — Pardon me. Madam, but if 
you apply that sentence to both the 
butler and the baker, your quotation 
will not be perfectly correct; for to 
the interpretation of the baker's dream, 
a few wbrds are added, which fully 
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designate the catastrophe which fol- 
lowed. 

'^ The ancients in keeping their 
reckonings, or accounts of time, or 
their list of domestic officers or ser- 
vants, made use of tables with holes 
bored in them, in which they put a 
sort of pegs, or nails with broad heads, 
exhibiting the particulars, eitl;ier num- 
ber or name, or whatever it was. 
Those nails or pegs, the Jews call 
headsy and the sockets of the heads 
they call bases. The meaning, there- 
fore, of Pharaoh's lifting up his head 
is, that Pharaoh would take out the 
peg, which had the cup-bearer s name 
on the top of it, to read it ; L e. would 
sit in judgment, and make examination 
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into his accounts ; for it seems very- 
probable, that both he and the baker 
had been either suspected or accused 
of having cheated the King, and that, 
when their accounts were examined 
and cast up, the one was acquitted, 
while the other was found guilty. 
And, though Joseph uses the same 
expression in both cases, yet we may 
observe that, speaking to the baker, 
he adds, that Pharaoh shall lift up 
thine head from off thee ; i. e. shall 
order thy name to be struck out of 
the list of his servants, by taking^ thy 
peg out of the socket." 

Mrs. N. — Accept my thanks. Sir, 
you not only instruct my daughters, 
by your scenery, but their Mamma, 
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by your observations ; this subject, it is 
true, never caused her much uneasiness, 
but she readily acknowledges she did 
not previously so fully understand it. 

Ex.^-Your approval. Madam, of 
my feeble remarks, is highly grati- 
fying, for it was my design in con* 
structing the Camera, to impart any 
little information of which I may be 
possessed, to any who honour me with 
their attendance on my exhibition. 

Young ladies, will you now favour 
me with ^our observations ? 

Harriot^ as she eagerly sprang to 
the Camera, said. Well, although I 
could not discover the prison scene, 
I think I can name this without any 
difficulty. If I am not mistaken, Ja- 

M 
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cob is sitting here at the door of his 
tent. 

Amelia. — But, sister, we must dis- 
cover, if we can, what he is doing ! O, 
he is. speaking to his daughters, and 
they seem hearkening to him with 
great attention. 

Harriot. — Some men enter: they 
look hke shepherds ; so they are, and 
the sons of Jacob too. Oh! dear, 
dear ! look at the many coloured, torn, 
and bloody coat ! — One of them holds 
it out to their father !-rOh, the cruel 
creatures ! — They have sold their bro- 
ther, and now they are deceiving their 
father ! 

Amelia. — Into what an agony they 
have thrown the good old Patriarch ! — j 

Digitized by Google 



Joseph's coat. 127 

See 'how he rends his clothes, clasps 
his hands, and his action loudly says — 
It is my son s coat I — An evil beast has 
devoured him! — Joseph is, without 
doubt, rent in pieces ; I will go down 
into the grave unto my son, mourning. 
He falls on the ground! — How he 
tosses from side to side ! — He rises !— • 
In what agitation he walks about the 
tent, his daughters endeavour to com- 
fort him, — his vile, vile, sons, in- 
treat him to sit down. — Oh I how he 
snatches his hands from them, and 
tears his dishevelled hair ! Sad hypo- 
crites I — Their countepances indicate 
their horrible dissimulation. Surely, 
Sir, your artist has done full justice to 
this melancholy subject. 
m2 
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Ex. — I am happy that it meets 
your approval. Miss, but in my 
opinion, no pencil can do justice to this 
part of Jacob's history. All was rea- 
lity to him, and as he fully believed 
that Joseph was dead, I cannot sup- 
pose it possible to describe the dis- 
tress which he then experienced. 

Mrs. N. — Indeed, Sir, 1 must be 
of my daughter's opinion; from the 
glance I took of the scene, it appeared 
deeply affecting. 

Ex. — Madam, have ;you been be- 
reaved of any ofj/our children ? 

Mrs. N. — No, Sir ; I have not. 

Ex. — But i have ! And I am certain 
none can conceive, nor can any delinea- 
tion represent, the heart-rending sufFer- 
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ings which parents endure under such 
dispensations. But where am I proceed- 
ing ! Madam, forgive me, I should not 
interrupt the course of the exhibition 
with my ill-timed remarks, nor so un- 
graciously receive your commendation 
of this scene. May your children be 
long spared to you! but, excuse my 
adding, guard; well guard, even the 
lawful, the commanded affections of 
your heart! endeavour to keep them 
subordinate to those which He de- 
serves who has lent them to you. 

Mrs. N. — Sir, I thank you, most 
cordially I thank you ; but I feel 
alarmed. Lent me ! — Lent ! — They are 
so ; and onli/ lent ! ! 
M 3 
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" The dear delights we here enjoy. 

And fondly call our own. 
Are but short favours borrow'd now 
To be repaid anon." 

And the idolatry of which I am 
daily guilty, deserves that demand to 
be made on me. 

Oh! what should I then do I 

Mrs. N. weeps. — Amelia affection- 
ately embraces her Mamma. — Harriot 
says, do not weep, we are very well, 
and love you most dearly! Then 
throws her arms around her Mamma's 
neck, fondly kisses her, and weeps 
upon her breast. 

The Exhibitor apologizes for his re- 
marks, and Mrs. Neville thanks him 
again for his important advice ; excuses 
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herself for what she termed her weak- 
ness, adjusts her veil, and retires from 
the exhibition, engaging to return on 
an early day. 



Agreeably to her intention, Mrs. 
Neville vdth her daughters, very soon 
repeated her visit. The young ladies 
requested Mr. Davenport to proceed 
with the scene which followed that 
which they had already noticed ; and 
he having informed them, that on 
receiving their Mamma's note he had 
made that arrangement; they imme- 
diately tripped to the Camera, 

No sooner had Amelia glaneed at 
the scene, than she instantly said, 
surely this represents the inside of a 
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palace, the hangings, the furniture, 
the profusion of rich ornaments. Apis 
with the white tuft on his black fore- 
head, and Ibis with his long and scar- 
let coloured beak, depicted in almost 
every compartment, all indicate that 
this is a royal apartment ; and I ima- 
gine of ^ the Egyptian King — ^yes, it is 
— rthere sits Pharaoh on his ivory 
throne, richly inlaid with burnished 
gold. Before him are men in long 
robes, I suppose they are intended for 
his astrologers and magicians ; how 
mute they are ! some with their fingers 
on their lips, others with their arms 
folded ; but all their eyes, even those 
of the King, directed towards a young 
man who stands near the throne. 
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surely, that is Joseph. He addresses 
the Monarch, who hears him with 
attentive admiration, presents his 
ring to Joseph — the attendants now 
array him in the most costly robes, 
and the King himself places a chain of 
gold about his neck, as an insignia of 
the command with which he was thus 
invested. I almost hear him say, I 
am Pharaoh, and without thee shall 
no man lift up his hand or foot in all 
the land of Egypt. 

Mrs. N. — Harriot, you are quite 
silent, does not this scene please you ? 

Harriot. — I was hearkening to my 
sister. Mamma, and observing how 
exactly she described the movements 
of the figures; I should not have known 
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that it was Pharaoh's state room, had 
not she mentioned it, nor do I know 
yet to what the beasts and birds 
allirde, by which my sister discovered 
the meaning of the scene. 

Z). — Although you are not acquaint- 
ed with the ornaments of an Egyptian 
state room, you certainly know that 
the Egyptians were much given to 
idolatry. They worshipped cats, dogs, 
goats, sheep, and many other animals. 
They held them in the most awful re- 
ject, and punished the least injury 
done to any of them with more than 
brutal severity. It is recorded " That 
a Roman soldier having killed a cat in 
Egypt, the mob ran to his house, to 
tear him to pieces, and neither the in- 
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treaties of the nobility, nor the terror 
of Rome could free him from punish- 
ment. Each city and district in Egypt 
entertained a peculiar devotion for 
some beast or other." But those which 
appear painted on the state room, are 
diflFerent representations of the Apis, 
and the Ibis, which were their chief 
deities. " The Apis was either a bull 
or an ox — the whole body was black, 
except a white spot on the forehead, 
resembling a crescent: the hairs of 
the tail were double, and it had the 
form of a beetle under its tongue. 
After death, it was buried with great 
solemnity and mourning ; this done, 
they carefully sought another with the 
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same marks: sometimes they were 
many years before they found one; 
but when they had succeeded, there 
was a great festival over all the coun- 
try. The Ibis is of the species, of 
storks. The white i^ is a real stork ; 
the black which is properly the Ibis, 
is peculiar to Egypt. At a distance, it 
appears to be entirely black ; but near, 
the feathers, seem to be mixed with 
green and blue, blended with purple. 
The belly of it and sides under the 
wings are white, its beak is large, 
strong, and of a scarlet colour, as are 
its legs and feet, its beak is about 
eighteen inches long, its neck a foot 
or fourteen inches, its body and breast 
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are as large as those of a goose. 
When its head is under its wings, it 
has the form of a heart. 

The white IMs inhabit^ all parts of 
Egypt; but the black is met with 
only about Damietta. It was a capital 
crime to kill one, though inadvertently. 
CambyseSy King of Persia^ who was 
not unacquainted with their supersti- 
tion, placed some of these birds before 
his army, while he besieged Damietta. 
The Egyptians not daring to shoot 
against them, nor consequently against 
the enemy, suffered the town to be 
taken, which was the key of Egypt. 
After the death of an Ibis^ the Egyp- 
tians embalmed it, aind made a kind of 
funeral for it. 

N 
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Amelia. — I am exceedingly obliged. 
Sir, for though I knew that the Egyp- 
tians were great idolaters, and had 
seen representations of the Apis and 
Ibis, the information concerning them 
with which you have favoured us, is 
altogether new to me, and very grati- 

. fying. 

Z). — The knowledge of whatever 
concerns Scripture history^ will not 
only afford you pleasure, but also 
greatly assist in impressing your mmd 
with the subject under consideration. 

Before I again put your recollection 
to trial, I must acquaint you, that in 
the subsequent scenes of my exhibi- 
tion, I shall follow the example of some 
antient painters, and represent events 
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in rapid succession, which happened 
at diflferent, and sometimes distant 
periods from each other; which I 
mention, in order to prevent your 
being at any loss, on account of the 
chronology, in ascertaining the allu- 
sion of those scenes, which I shall 
now have the honour to introduce to 
your attention, 

Harriot. — ^This is another very fine 
room. Sir, something similar to the 
former, only not so superb, nor are 
there any bxills or birds about it. 

Z). — You have read, that Joseph 
vowed by the life of Pharaoh, but 
never that he was guilty of worship- 
ping his idols, consequently he would 
not have his audience chamber dece- 
it 2 
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rated with the representations of 
them. 

Harriot. — This then, I suppose, is 
Joseph's state room, and that it is he 
who is sitting in the fine crimson chair, 
with his attendants before^him. How 
I am disappointed ! I thought I should 
have seen him in his chariot, and 
the people bowing the knee before 
him. 

D. — I fear you have forgotten the 
hint which I just gave to you ; several 
years elapsed between the time that 
honour was conferred on Joseph, and 
many' circumstances took place be- 
tween that period, and the event to 
which the present scene alludes, which 
I have designedly omitted, that I 
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might carry on his history with greater 
expedition. 

Amelia. — I think, I know now to 
what this scene refers; there sits 
Joseph in his chair of state, as my 
sister said, and those men who are 
coming up to the table, I suppose are 
some of the poor Egyptians, I am sure 
their faces look las if they were nearly 
starved ; and 1 imagine that they are 
come to Joseph, according to Pharaoh s 
direction, to buy com. See Harriot, 
how they bring out their money bags ! 
the attendants weigh the cash, for 
which, others give them slips of paper 
or parchment, I cannot say which, but 
I suppose they are warrants for them to 
receive com from the granaries ; now 
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they are gone, the attendants are bu- 
sily employed in putting the bags into 
coiFers. 

Harriot. — But look, there are more 
coming ! How dejected they appear ! 
They have rolls of something in their 
hands ; what can they be ? 

Amelia. — I think they are rolls of 
parchment; they have Egyptian cha- 
racters upon them, and are no doubt 
the writings of their lands, with which 
the owners are also come to purchase 
com : they sign the deeds, I suppose 
transfer their lands, or other property, 
to Riaraoh ; for they receive warrants, 
make their obeisance, and depart. 
Those now approaching in long gar- 
ments I suppose are priests ; they are 
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however in good liking. Joseph re- 
ceives them very graciously; and, by 
their countenances, I think he has in- 
formed them, that Pharaoh had as- 
signed them their portion : they do not 
sell their lands, but depart well pleased. 

Harriot. — Look what a different 
group now crowd into ihj^ hall ! men, 
women, children; they look quite 
emaciated; the very children appear 
to make their supplications to Joseph, 
while tears run down their mothers' 
hollow cheeks. 

Amelia. — Observe the man who has 
nearly approached the table; what 
deep distress is marked on his cotm- 
tenance! He points to the women 
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and children, then does obeisance to 
Joseph, as if offering the whole to 
slavery, that they may receive bread 
for their support. 

Joseph seems moved ; he directs his 
attendants to give them corn for their 
families, and seed for their land. Thus, 
during the severity of the famine, Jo- 
seph obtamed not only the money and 
the land, (except that of the priests,) 
for his master Pharaoh, but all the 
inhabitants to be his servants, and to 
pay him one-fifth of the whole future 
increase^ as an acknowledgment for 
their present support. 

Harriot. — But what became of their 
Jpis and Ibis? surely they did not 
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give them any of the corn, during the 
time the people were perishing for 
want of it. 

D. — Idolaters always pay due re- 
spect both to the objects of their wor- 
ship and to the priests who attend 
them; though, I am sorry to add, it 
too frequently happens, that some of 
the professed worshippers of the true 
God, disregard his laws, and neglect 
his ministers. The Jpisy no doubt, 
was daily well fed; and as the Ibis 
lives on serpents, and their eggs, we 
must suppose, that in the time of this 

dreadful calamity, that idol also fared 

sumptuously. 

Now, ladies, observe another scene, 
Harriot, looking into the Camera, 
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said immediately. Sir, this is the same 
as the last. 

D. — Not altogether. Miss. 

Harriot. — I think I cannot be mis- 
taken in regard to the apartment ; that, 
however, is certainly the same: and 
there is Joseph too, not now in his 
chair of state, but seems hearkening to, 
and angry with, some men to whom 
he is speaking. 

Amelia. — My dear sister, think of 
the history which we have often read, 
then you will discover that ten of Jo- 
seph's brethren are represented re- 
questing him to sell them com. Though 
they did not recollect Joseph, the 
Governor of Egypt knew the men who 
formerly refused to hearken to his in- 
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treaties; he now speaks roughly to 
them, and charges them with being 
spies. They now become supplicants ; 
see how earnestly they plead, but aU 
in vain ; they are dismissed, and sent 
to prison. 

Mrs. N. — How could you, my dear 
Harriot, be so much at a loss to recog- 
nise the representation of a history 
with which you are, or certainly ought 
to be, very familiar. 

Harriot. — O Mamma, I had been 
so much engaged with the Egyptians, 
that I did not /3ven think about Jo- 
seph's brethren. 

The Exhibitor said to Mrs. Neville— A 
very candid acknowledgment. Madam. 
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Mrs. N. — ^True, it is so ; and I fear 
it might be made by many, who, 
though they imitate the practice, would 
not approve the appUcation. 

Harriot, looking into the Camera, 
said, " O Mamma, I know them 
now; I imagine they have been to 
prison, and are come back again to 
Joseph. Not knowing that he would 
imderstand him, Reuben reproaches 
his brethren for their former conduct; 
Simeon is retained as an hostage ; the 
others are sent away with com for 
their father and his family. 

Mrs. N. — My dear, as Mr. Daven- 
port has introduced the history of Jo- 
seph, let me hear, before you proceed 
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further, whether you recollect what 
took plax^e on his brethren's return 
home. 

Harriot. — I will endeavour to do 
so^ Mamma. When they arrived at 
their father's house, they told him 
what had befallen them, and that they 
could not obtain any more com, unless 
he permitted Benjamin to accompany 
them to Egypt. Jacob was greatly 
distressed, believing that Joseph was 
dead, and hearing that Simeon was 
imprisoned, he said, all these things 
are against me, and declared that 
Benjaodin should not go with them. 

Ex.—Yery^ well. Miss Harriot, I 
hope. Madam, the young lady has. ac- 
quitted, herself to your satisfaction, 
o 
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Mrs. iV.— Tolerably w^U, both my 
girls are very conversant with this his* 
tory. 

,-B^.— Happy for them, if in their 
early life, they learii the important 
lesson it inculcates, and d.void the use 
of every improper means, to obtain 
any desired end. Without animad- 
verting on Rebekah's imprudence, in 
having advised her son to deceive his 
father ; I will only observe, that you 
may perceive retaliation inscribed on 
several of the leading circumstances 
of Jacob's life ; while on the other 
hand, it evidently displays the ad- 
vantages of waiting by faith, for 
whatever we really need, or God has 
gracioudy promised to bestow. 
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Notwithstwding Rebekah's artifice, 
her son was obliged to leave the pa- 
ternal tent. He was deceived by 
Laban in regard to his wife. On 
leaving his uncle, he was alarmed at 
having nearly met Esau, with his band 
of armed men ; but his faith, being 
called into lively exercise, he wa» 
greatly honoured of hip God. 

As he proceeded on his journey, 
his daughter Dinah was dishonoured 
by Hamor; her brethren in revenge 
for the injury, murdered the Sheche^ 
ntiites, and thus exposed their father, 
and his whole family to the resent- 
ment of the surrounding heathen. 

In this extremity his God protected 
him, by causing a dread to seize the 
02 
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Canaanites, and thus he came safe to 
Bethel. There he lost his beloved 
Rachel ; there Reuben by his wick- 
edness forfeited his blessing, and 
brought upon himself the future de- 
nunciation of his father. His darling 
son Joseph, was stolen by his brethren, 
and in process of time the famine took 
place, which produced those events 
to which the Camera has directed 
your attention ; all which appear de- 
signed to teach us what we should 
constantly remember, that trials await 
the people of Grod, in every direction, 
and it is the divine determination, that 
the just shall live by fedth. 

Mrs. N. — You profess. Sir, to in- 
struct the juvenile branches of our 
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families by your Camera, but I feel 
that their parents are not forgotten ; 
if I do not make my congd^ I must 
acknowledge the justice of your ob- 
servations. 

Ex. — I am highly gratified by your 
approval. Madam; the design of my 
exhibition 13 indeed, particularly in- 
tended to interest and benefit the 
yoimg, but if its usefulness should 
exceed my expectation, I shall con- 
sider that an additional obligation in 
me to exert my every power for the 
general advantage of those who may 
honour me with their attention. 

Now, young ladies, will you carry 
on the history, by describing the scene 
waiting, your observations ? O, Sir, 
o 3 . 

Digitized by Google 



154 Joseph's brethren 

said Harriot, I think you have followed 
the com purveyors to Canaan again, 
and if I am not greatly mistaken, the 
grievousness of the famine, has over- 
come Jacob s resolution ; and he will 
now permit Benjamin to accompany 
his brethren to Egypt. 

Amelia. — You are right, Harriot, 
but observe, and you will find Jacob 
does not yield the point without op- 
position — that snatch of his hand- 
rubbing his forehead — stroking his 
hoary locks — those eye-brows nearly 
obscuring his glistening, liiough 
sunken eyes, directed with displeasure 
toward his sons ; as he says, empha- 
tically, " Wherefore dealt you so evil 
with me, to tell the map whether you 
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had yet a brother?" — They expostu- 
late, point to Benjamin — one, whom 
I imagine ia intended for Judah, by 
laying his hand upon his breast, ap- 
pears to engage for the safety of his 
brother. 

They again unite in their request 
—show their father the empty sacks, 
and point to the waiting asses — Jacob 
relents, and weeps as he presents 
Benjamin to Judah. 

They now harness the asses, and 
prepare for moving. 

Harriot. — What? what are they 
doing? Why, Sir, Jacob is stopping 
them! I am sure Scripture says ex- 
pressly, that he let them go. 

Ex. — My dear young lady, you 
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must really allow my attendant time^ 
to prepare them for their journey. 

Mrs. N. — Forgive my daughter. Sir, 
she is a little impetuous sometimes. 

Harriot. — I only spoke, Mamma, 
because I thought it was quite wrong, 
but I see it is right enough now. I 
could not before tell, neither who, nor 
what, was behind the scenes. 

Amelia. — Surely, sister, it is all 
sufficiently plain now. The good old 
Patriarch assists to load the asses*^ 
baskets— pots — and different vessels- 
filled I suppose with honey, spices, 
nuts, and almonds, are brought out, 
and hastily packed away, one might 
almost suppose, Jacob thought Joseph 
was alive, and that he was sending to 
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him all the nice things which his tent 
afforded — not done yet! here is now 
a small parcel wrapped in cloth — 
the double money, I suppose ! ! Be- 
hold, with what earnestness he hfts up 
his eyes and hands toward heaven ! no 
doubt praying, that God Almighty 
would give them mercy before the 
man, and that he would send both 
Simeon and Benjamin back to him in 
safety. With this blessing they leave 
the scene, and I suppose proceed again 
to Egypt. 

Mrs. N. — Harriot, as your sister 
has described the scene, do you men- 
tion how the travellers were received 
at the end of their journey. 
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Harriot. — Am I to repeat that. 
Mamma, by way of fine, for my having 
been too much m a hurry about the 
nice things ? Well, I am glad you do 
not look displeased, and you know I 
can do it without any great effort of 
memory; so. Mamma, your obedient 
Harriot, will immediately comply with 
your request. 

They were received very kindly, 
and brought into^ Joseph's house, who 
having enquired after his father s health, 
was so much affected at seeing his bro- 
ther Benjamin, that he retired to his 
chamber to weep. He soon returned, 
dined with his brethren, placed them 
at table according to their seniority. 

Digitized by Google 



RETURN TO CANAAN. 159 

and sent to Benjamin a mess five times 
larger than that of any of his other 
brethren. 

He commanded his steward to fill 
their sacks with com, again return 
their money, and in that of Benjamin s 
to put also his silver cup. 

It was not long before they were 
pursued by the steward, who charged 
them with having been guilty of theft, 
they expostulated, and to prove their 
innocence, proposed that in whom- 
soever's sack it might be found, the 
individual should die, and all the 
others become bondmen to Pharaoh. 
To this, the steward agreed, the sacks 
were immediately opened, and the cup 
was fou;id in Benjamin's. 
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Greatly astonished at this circum- 
stance they all returned to Joseph's 
house, Judah became the advocate for 
his brethren, recapitulated the pre- 
vious conversation with Jacob, arid 
earnestly intreated that he might abide 
a bondman in Egypt, and Benjamin 
be permitted to return to Canaan, and 
thus prevent the evil consequences 
which would otherwise befal their 
father. 

Joseph could no longer refrain him- 
self, he instantly dismissed his attend- 
ants, made himself known to his bre- 
thren, and his feelings were so entirely 
overcome that he wept aloud 1 

On his declaring that he was Joseph 
his brethren were terrified. He re- 
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moved their fears by saying, God sent 
me here before you to preserve life. He' 
embraced them with cordial affection, 
and after an interview of indescribable 
interest, he said unto his brethren, 
" Haste you, and go up to my father, 
and say unto him. Thus saith thy son 
Joseph, God hath made me lord of all 
Egypt; come down unto me, tarry 
not." He gave presents to all his bre- 
thren, again embraced them, and as 
they departed, said, " See that ye fall 
not out by the way." 

D. — Now, Madam, I think you will 
allow that your young lady has ac- 
quitted herself not only tolerably, but 
extremely well. 

Mrs. iV.— I tried her recollection, 
p 
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lest you should have supposed from 
her not immediately discovering the 
allusion of your scene, that attention 
had not been paid to her instruction in 
the knowledge of Scripture history; 
then^ although you might probably 
have withheld the reproving hint, yet 
you would have tlK)uglit' that Mamma 
wa^ rather to blame. 

2>, — ^ Possibly, Madam, I might ; 
but your daughters knowledge of that 
important branch absolutely forbids 
any such idea. 

^ Mrs. 'N. — I would not interrupt my 
daughter as she was relating to you 
the finding Joseph's cup in Benjamin s 
sack, but could you inform me. Sir, 
what is meant by the steward being 
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directed to . say, '* It is that whereby 
my lord divineth?" Is it thought that 
Joseph professed to foretell future 
events by the assistance of his cup ? 

!>• — O no, Madam, it is supposed 
that it was a cup used at table, in 
llie cheerful hours of drinking, after 
the meal was ended; nobody else 
dare have «uch an one, as it apper- 
tained to his office, and by which 
Joseph was eminently distinguished. 
You will excuse any further remarks 
upon it. Madam, for the young ladies 
are attentively observing the scene, 
and the Automata need my assistance. 

I find, Sir, said Amelia, that you 
have not only given the bearers of 
good tidings a prosperous, but an ex* 
p 2 
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pfsditious journey to Canaan. Jacob 
seems to have dismissed his fears. 
How pleased the good old Patriarch 
looks! while his sons are cheerfully 
preparing for their return to Egypt. 

Harriot. — Joseph directed them not 
to mind their ' stuiF;' but if I may judge 
from the appearance of the waggons 
they are determined to have as much 
of it as possible, for they are very 
full. 

D. — Your remark. Miss, is pretty 
correct, and may be very generally 
applied, for all men are too much in- 
clined to cleave to the " stuff" of this . 
world, though absolutely engaged on 
a much longer, and more important 
journey than that for which the 
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Patriarch and hia family are repre- 
sented as now preparing. 

-^wie/ia. — Tte good women seem 
highly delighted. Oh I one of the chil- 
dren had nearly faUen out of the 
waggon; how the mother presses it 
to her bosom, — it is not hurt, it 
plays again; now, sister, observe 
the waggon^ setting off.. All is in 
motion, Jacob in the first waggon 
with an awning over his head, then 
the women and their children, then 
the men, and what a drove of cattle ! 

D. — As they thus pass in review 
before you, young ladies, bow many 
men, women, and children, do you 
suppose there are ? 

Jlmelia.-^They are so nearly out of 
p 3 

Digitized by Google 



166 JACOB'S DEPARTURE 

view, that I really cannot ascertain 
with any degree of accuracy. 

Harriot. — I think I can, not so 
much from the scene, because the 
waggons are so crowded, and the boys 
who are assisting in driving the cattle 
run about so much, that however near 
they were, I could not number them, 
but I think Scripture says, all the souls 
that came with Jacob into Egypt were 
threescore and six, for I suppose we 
must not reckon Joseph and his chil- 
dren, that would make them three 
score and ten. 

Mrs. N. — Very well indeed, Harriot, 
your sister was trusting more to her 
sight than to her memory, however 
both have done pretty well, I shall en- 
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deavour to persuade your Papa to add 
to your library a volume or two illus- 
trative of Scripture history ; whose 
would you recommend^ Sir ? 

/>• — There is much information 
in Harmer s observations, Burder in 
his Oriental Customs has greatly im- 
proved upon that work, and Paxton 
has added to his own elaborate obser- 
vations, instructive remarks on the 
works of preceding authors on the 
subject : either of these will prove a 
valuable addition to the young ladies' 
library. 

Mrs. N. — ^Thank you. Sir. I think 
my daughters will soon have either 
one or more of them. 

The young ladies saluted their 
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Mamma for the approbation which she 
expressed, and thanked her for the 
intended proof thereof. 

On looking again into the Camera, 
Amelia, said. You have made a rapid 
transition. Sir, from Canaan to Egypt, 
. The city in the distance, and the ap- 
parent fertility of the country, induce 
me to think that this is the province 
of Goshen. With what rapidity a 
chariot is approaching ! — certainly 
that is Joseph !— he instantly descends, 
springs into the waggon, and appears 
almost to faint on the neck of his 
father; while he clasps his son in 
his aged arms, as if saying. Now let 
me die, since I have seen thy face, and 
because thou art yet alive. 
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Z).— Now, young ladies, you may 
see Joseph represented in the most 
exalted situation that he ever sustained. 
His being honoured with the second 
chariot in Egypt, and the people bow- 
ing the knee before him, was contempt, 
compared with the dignity conferred 
upon him in that event, which this 
scene imperfectly represents. 

It was more than twenty years 
since his brethren sold him to the 
Ishmaelites, on account of that dream- 
which was at this time verified ; for 
he was honoured with being the sup-: 
port of his aged parent, and his al- 
most starving brethren. Having in- 
troduced Uiem to Pharaoh, he pro- 
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cured the land of Goshen for their 
residence; and. there they multiplied 
exceedmgly. 

The time drawing nigh that Jacob 
must die, at his command Joseph 
solemnly promised him that he would 
bury him in the burying-place of his 
fathers ; but previously to that event 
he lay in state in Egypt. 

" Jacob lay in state in Egypt !** said 
Harriot, " I am sure I do not recollect 
any thing about that" 

" Nor I neither,** added Amelia, 
as she looked into the Camera; then 
turning to the Exhibitor, said, ''Excuse 
me, Sir, but have you not mistaken 
the scene ? In this. I perceive Jacob 
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alive upon his bed, surrounded by, 
and speaking to his sons ; but I see 
nothing like lying in state !" 

D. — If you will only reflect on the 
closing scene of the Patriarch's life, 
I am persuaded that you will not then 
think the term misapplied. Advanced 
to a good old age, lying on his dying 
bed in the full possession of his mental 
powers, in the exercise of faith, bless- 
ing and commanding his sons, waiting 
with delightful composure hiis owh 
dissolution, and finally, yielding his 
spirit into the hands of that God on 
whom he had lived, and now died 
dependant. Was not this lying in state ? 

Mrs. N. — Certainly it was, and that 
in the highest sense of the term; but. 
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I suppose, my daughter expected to 
have seen the sable chamber, the de- 
corated coffin, and all the regalia gene- 
rally attendant on such occasions. 

D. — I hope. Madam, Miss Amelia 
will never imagine, that ** The torch 
funereal, and the nodding plume,'* re- 
flect any dignity either on the breath- 
less corpse or the departed spirit! 
They may ornament the chamber or 
adorn the hearse, even if those whose 
lives have entailed indelible infamy on 
their character ! but that can emanate 
only from a life occupied in the -ser- 
vice of God, for the benefit of man. 

Is it to be imagined, that the lying 
in state of our late venerated and 
beloved Monarch, added any lustre to 
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his character?. No! It was his per- 
sonal worth, his fervent piety, and the 
manner in which he discharged the 
important duties, of husband, parent, 
head of his family, and father of his 
people; that have embalmed his 
memory in the affections of his sub- 
jects, and which will cause his name 
to be recorded in the historic page, 
among the best of sovereigns, and as 
having been one of the best of men. 

Now, young ladies, will you inform 
me, to what this scene alludes ? 

Amelia. — ^Really, Sir, it is not in 
my power. Can you, Harriot ? 

Harriot. — No indeed I cannot ; Mr. 
Davenport seems to adopt the same 
mode of teaching, as our music-master, 

Q 
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giving first easy, and then lessons in- 
creasingly difficult. I am sure that is 
the case at present, for however I 
have named others, this representation 
I cannot explain. 

Mrs. JV. — ^My dear, children, how 
does this happen.? let me try if I can 
assist you; (looking at the scene, then 
addressing Mr. Davenport,) I must ac- 
knowledge. Sir, I am as much at a loss 
as my children, to name the subject 
before us ; does it refer to Scripture 
history ? 

^x.— Yes, Madam, it certainly does, 
and if the young ladies will favour me 
by mentioning what followed Jacobs 
lying in state, I imagine it will facili- 
tate the lesspn \vhich they think so 
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difficult. O, Sir, I know that, so soon 
as Jacob was dead, Joseph fell upon 
his father s face, and wept upon him, 
and kissed him. But I see nothing 
like that here! 

Ex. — ^WUl either of the young ladies 
oblige me, by proceeding with the 
history ? 

Amelia. — I thank you, Sir, your re* 
quest has removed the difficulty ! For 
before Jacob died, he charged his sons 
to bury him with his father in the 
land of Canaan. And I think this 
scene, alludes to Joseph commanding 
his servants to embalm his father, and 
that this is a representation of thephy- 
sician s room^ Here is a long table, 
many jars, large bottles containing 
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liquids of various colours, rolls of linen, 
scales, surgical instruments, several 
aged and very respectable persons in 
long robes, giving directions to men, 
who are measuring and weighing dif- 
ferent substances ; I cannot say what 
they are. 

Harriot. — Do you observe that large 
chest, covered with a cloth, decorated 
with Egyptian characters ? may I ask. 
Sir, does that contain the body of the 
deceased Patriarch ? 

Ex.' — Difficult as you thought your 
lesson, young ladies, and though you 
could not execute it at sight, mater- 
nal instruction, aided by practice, has 
enabled you to perform it with great 
correctness. 
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Mrs, N. — Gratitude to him who lefit 
them to me, demands every possible 
attention to their improvement. Your 
lesson, Sir, has taught me to remembery 
that I may soon lose my pupils. 

Amelia. — Do not talk of it now. 
Mamma, perhaps as Mr* Davenport 
has introduced us into the surgery, he 
will favour us with a lesson on the 
mode of embalming in Egypt. 

Harriot. — O dear ! I should hke 
that! 

Ex. — It will afford me much plea- 
sure to add to the stock of knowledge 
which the young ladies have already 
acquired, though I have no expectation 
that they intend to practice the art. 
q3 
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The young ladies with uplifted hands, 
immediately said, " O no. Sir ! But we 
should be highly gratified, if you would 
iiaform us how the Egyptians performed 
it." 

Ex. — I will do that inunediately. 
Embalming dead bodies among the 
the Egyptians, was as follows. When 
a man died, his body was carried to 
the artificers who made coffins ; they 
made a coffin proportioned to its sta- 
ture, to the dead person's quality, and 
to the price ; for there was a great di- 
versity in the prices. The upper part 
of the coffin represented the person, 
who was to be enclosed in it. A man 
of condition was distinguished by the 
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figure on the cover of the cofl&n ; there 
were generally added suitable paint- 
ings and embellishments. 

Amelia. — If we may judge of their 
skill by the mummies in the British 
Museum, I must say, I think it was 
not very great. Faces gilt,, bodies 
painted and ornamented, (as it is term- 
ed) with glass beads; however, though 
I do not admire their performances, 
yet I suppose they were pretty well 
paid for disfiguring those receptacles 
of the dead. 

Ex. — The embalmer's prices were 
difierent; the highest was a talent, 
twenty minae was moderate, the lowest 
price was small. The Egyptian talent 
is supposed to be worth about £300. 
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A dissector with a very sharp Ethio- 
pian stone, made the incision on the 
left side, and hurried away instantly, 
because the relations of the deceased, 
who were present, took up stones, 
and pursued him as a wicked wretch. 

Harriot. — This was certainly play- 
ing the hypocrite, at the very time 
they professed affection for the* de- 
ceased. 

Mrs. N. — ^That, my dear, is no un- 
common circumstance at the present 
day. When your aunt Williamson died, 
what lamentation her nephew made ! 
But when the spendthrift discovered 
that his name was not mentioned in 
her will, he expressed himself very 
unkindly, and did not suppress his disr 
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pleasure even at her funeral. How-. 
ever, we will not think about that at 
present, but attend to Mr. Davenport. 
Will it be improper. Sir, for me to en- 
quire how they proceeded ? 

Ex. — Not in the least. Madam, the 
embalmers, who were looked upon as 
sacred, drew the brains of the dead 
person through the nostrils, with a 
hooked piece of iron, and filled the 
skull with astringent drugs ; they drew 
all the bowels except the heart and 
kidneys, through the hole in the left 
side; the intestines were washed in 
palm wine, and in other strong and 
binding drugs. The body was anointed 
with oil of cedar, with myrrh, cinna- 
mon, &c. about thirty days, so that it 
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was preserved entire, without putre- 
faction, without losing its hair, and 
had also a good scent. 

After this, the body was put into 
salt about forty days. Wherefore, 
when Moses says, that forty days 
'were employed in embalming Jacob, 
we understand hirn of the forty days 
of his continuing in the salt of nitre, 
without including the thirty days past 
in the previous ceremonies, so that in 
the whole they mourned seventy days 
in Egypt, as Moses observes. 

Afterwards the body was taken out 
of the salt, washed, wrapt up with 
linen swaddling bands dipt in myrrh, 
and rubbed with a gum, which the 
Egyptians used instead of glue. Then 
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the body was restored to the relations, 
wbo put it in a coffin, and kept it in 
their houses, or in tombs. 

Having initiated you in the art of 
embalming, will you, young ladies, 
inform me, whether this scene dis- 
appoints you ? 

Harriot. — O no. Sir, not the least ; 
I believe I do not mistake, in sup- 
posing it to be the one of which we 
were in expectation. Amelia added, 
this is not a difficult lesson, it is one 
we frequently practised while study- 
ing the history of the Patriarchy. 
Without any doubt, this is a represen- 
tation of the funeral of Jacob. What 
a crowd is here assembled! Joseph, 
the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of 
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' his house, and the elders of the land 
of Egypt, accompanied with officers, 
who are busily employed in marshal- 
ling the attendants on this solemn oc- 
casion for their journey to Canaan. 
Joseph leads the procession, followed 
by a large oblong chest, ornamented 
with hieroglyphics, which I imagine 
contains the corpse of his father. 

Ex. — I perceive, Miss, that you have 
well studied this history, you are per- 
fectly correct. 

Harriot. — ^What a long train of car- 
riages and horsemen appear in the 
distance, they join the cavalcade, 
which naoves slowly on in funeral pro- 
ces6i(Hi. O, Sir, I was endeavouring 
to examine it more closely, but you 
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have dropped the curtain which sepa^ 
rates the whole scene from our obser* 
vation. 

JS?x.-— Another will soon be pre- 
isented, with which perhaps you are 
equally well acquainted, only give my 
attendant time to prepare it. 

Mrs. N. — I am glad to find that my 
girls are likely to recover your good 
opinion. — " Mamma, Mamma," saiS 
. Harriot, with evident delight," here they 
come again; now appears what we 
previously expected, the threshing 
floor of Atad. What a spacious area 
it presents ! Joseph makes a solemn 
pause, the coffin is placed in the 
centre, the various members of the 
cavalcade, directed by the officers, take 

R 
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their appointed places, and the Ca« 
naanites surround the whole assembly 
— ^ what a shriek ! 

Amelia. — It is most excessive and 
outrageous! Your ventriloquist and 
his assistants have exerted all their 
strength, and have well performed their 
part. What, weary already ! silent so 
soon! Again repeated, and louder 
than before. 

Mrs. N. — Was this. Sir, the manner 
in which they formerly used to mourn 
for the dead? 

jBa:.— Yes, Madam, these cries con- 
tinue a long time, then cease at 
once; they begin again as suddenly, 
at day break, and in concert, to- 
gether with increasing loudness and 

Digitized by Google 



atad's threshing floor. 187 

shrillness, which render it quite ter- 
rific. You are not to suppose that 
those, who were ready to split their 
throats with crying out, wept much ; 
the greater part of them did riot shed 
a tear. 

The relations of the deceased often 
testify their sorrow in a more serious 
and affecting manner, by cutting and 
slashing their naked arms with dag- 
gers, beating their breasts and thighs, 
tearing their flesh, and making furrows 
in their faces with their nails ; the be- 
reaved Greeks tore, cut off, and some- 
times shaved their hair; they reckoned 
it a duty which they owed to the 
dead, to deprive their heads of the 
greatest part of their honours. The 
R 2 
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Jews, and other nations of Syria, 
expressed their sorrow for the loss of 
their friends in the same manner. 

Mrs. N. — This had more the sem- 
blance of sincerity, but it was not 
required, by either affection or friend- 
ship, nor did it any honour to their re- 
ligion. 

D. — They did not on all occasions 
proceed to so great excesses ; in ordi- 
nary sorrows they only neglected their 
hair, or suffered it to hang loose upon 
their shoulders ; in more poignant 
grief they cut it off; but in a sudden 
and violent paroxysm, they plucked it 
off with their hands. 
- Amelia. — The antients might pride 
themselves on their forms of moum- 
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ing, but, without doubt, the moderns 
have a more elegant mode of display- 
ing their grief. I remember when my 
cousin Frederic returned from visiting 
Mrs. Blandeville, after the death of 
her husbapd; he said, although the 
fair mourner could not prevent the in- 
voluntary tear trickling down her 
cheek, to the memory of her " beloved 
Plandevill^," yet the deeply afflicted 
lady had not omitted the proper ad- 
justment of her sables; and declared 
her countenance and costume were so 
well adapted to each other, that the 
widow should never lay aside her 
weeds, until she was persuaded to re- 
nounce the character. 

Mrs. N. — Whatever unkind remarks 
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your cousin might make, it is highly 
improper for you to repeat them. Did 
the antients, Sir, in their times of 
mourning, pay any particular atten- 
tion to their dress ? 

D4 — ^Yes, Madam, they did. Orien- 
tal mourners^ divested themselves of 
all ornaments, and laid aside their 
jewels, gold, and every thing rich and 
splendid -in their dresd. In Judea, 
the mourner was clothed in sackcloth 
of hair, and by consequence in sable 
robes ; and as dead bodies in the east 
were shrouded in cloth of this kind^ 
surviving relatives probably wore it in 
assimilation to the departed. 

Mrs. N. — Myself and daughters. 
Sir, are much obliged by the account 
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which you have given us of an- 
tient mourning; although I do not 
imagine it will be adopted in this 
country, I think we shall not easily 
forget it. 

Harriot. — I am certain I shall not ; 
besides I hope to see the ladies habited 
in their antient costume, and hear 
them perform a solemn dirge, in full 
concert, when we come to the funeral 
of Joseph. 

Ex. — ^A scenic representation of that 
circumstance, would be too similar to 
one you have already noticed, to allow 
it to form a part of my exhibition, but 
I have prepared another, which per- 
haps you (as many of my visitants 
have done) will find equally interest- 
r3 
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ing; that is, Joseph's revenge on his 
brethren, for their former ill-treatment 
of him. 

^me/ea.— Josephs revenge on his 
brethren ! Sir, you quite surprise me ! 
I have neither ever read nor ever 
heard, that he expressed any dis- 
pleasure against them. Then looking 
into the Camera, added, nor does this 
scene in the least assist me. What 
can you mean. Sir? 

£x.~-Exactly what I said: Joseph's 
revenge on his brethren after their 
father's death. 

^me/ia.— Then certainly. Sir, this 
representation can have nothing to do 
with it ; for Joseph appears as returned 
from Canaan, and I suppose is musing 
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on^ the death of his father; his coun- 
tenance does not indicate either anger 
or revenge, nor does Scripture men- 
tion any thing on that subject 

Ex. — Perhaps, Miss, you have not 
read his history w^ith due attention. 

Harriot. — What, Amelia, are you 
puzzled ! I must acknowledge I am 
not sorry, for I have been so many 
times. 

Mrs. N. — O fy ! hovsr unamiable it 
is to be pleased at your sister's em- 
barrassment. I confess, that till I re- 
collected the mode of scripturally ap- 
plying coals and fire, I did not myself 
know what Mr. Davenport meant. 

Harriot. — I hope you will not be 
r4 
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displeased with me, Mamma, I think 
we shall know presently, for attend- 
ants enter and address Joseph with 
great earnestness; were the ventri- 
loquist but present, I think we should 
soon know the allusion of the scene ; 
will you. Sir, permit him to speak ? 

Z). — No, Miss, I must not, because 
1 fear, when you read the history, 
you did not attend to the lesson it in- 
culcates, the full forgiveness of all in- 
juries. 

Harriot. — This is quite enigmatical : 
you first said, that it represented 
Joseph's revenge against his brethren ; 
and now, that it teaches the forgive- 
ness of all injuries. 
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Mrs. N. — Harriot, if you had been 
more attentive, you certainly would 
not have been so much at a loss. 

Harriot, — Indeed, Mamma, I am 
not conscious of having been inatten- 
tive ; I recollect the history perfectly 
well, but cannot even guess what the 
gentleman means by Joseph's revenge. 
O, his brethren are coming, they ad- 
dress him most respectfully, and he 
receives them very kindly ; this is ac- 
cording to Scripture. I am certain 
there is nothing like revenge in this 
scene; Josephs countenance, action, 
and manner, indicate the most cordial 
affection towards his brethren. 

Mrs. N. — And is not that, my child> 
the revenge which Scripture autho- 
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rizes and positively commands } If 
thine enemy hunger, feed him ; if he 
thirst, give him drink ; for in so doing 
thou shalt heap coals of fire on his 
head. 

Amelia. — My dear. Mamma, I am 
quite ashamed I did not before under- 
stand your hint. 

D. — I hope, young lady, that you 
will never forget it ; nothing is more 
opposed to an honourable profession of 
the gospel, than an unforgiving or re- 
vengeful spirit; besides the compas- 
sionate Redeemer has declared, if 
you do not forgive, neither will your 
Father which is in heaven, forgive 
your trespasses. I fear many have 
read, and been delighted with the his- 
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tory under our consideration, without 
noticing the important lessons which it 
contains- The conduct of Joseph's 
brethren, points out the sad conse- 
quences of sin Guilt — Suspicion — * 

Fear. These, not all the kindnesses 
their brother heaped upon them, could 
ever remove. 

. In Joseph, observe the glorious ef- 
fects of grace. A readiness to forgive 
injuries, to return good for evil, and to 
act constantly by the golden rule re- 
corded in the statute-book of heaven, 
and inscribed on the heart of every 
true believer. Whatsoever ye would 
that men should do unto you, do ye 
even so to them. 
Never be satisfied with the mere 
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knowledge of Scripture. Theory nei- 
ther warms the heart, nor adorns the 
life ; reduce all to practice. Not only 
professedly approve, but endeavour to 
transcribe those excellencies into your 
own life, which Grod has recorded to 
the honour of his worthies, and for 
the imitation of his saints. 

Mrs. N. — This scene, Sir, accom- 
panied, with your remarks, has been 
truly gratifying, and has confirmed the 
opinion which I have long entertained, 
that Scripture biography is of all other 
the most instructive and entertaining. 

D. — Certainly it is, Madain, and the 
history of Joseph furnishes ample proof 
that your opinion is correct. In his 
youth, there were not only indications 
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of his future greatness, but the Lord 
has almost minutely recorded the 
means whereby he acccomplished his 
gracious purposes towards him. He 
was envied on account of his father's 
peculiar affection for him, hated for 
his dreams, sold for a slave, falsely 
accused, and unjustly imprisoned; he 
was liberated in a most providential 
manner^ and became th^ Governor of 
Egypt, the i^pport of his father in his 
old age, and after his decease, com- 
forted and nourished his brethren and 
their children. He predicted the future 
deliverance of his people, died, and 
was put in a coffin in Egypt ; where 
his body continued, till the Hebrews, 
agreeably to his direction, carried it 
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with them to Canaan ; and in the time 
of Joshua, it was buried near Shechem, 
in the very spot which Jacob by his 
blessing had assigned him. 

These circumstances beautifully dis- 
play divine Providence, in regard to 
Joseph ; and are perhaps intended to 
shadow out the gracious design of his 
great Prototype ; who, according to 
the Scriptures, was despised — re- 
jected — falsely accused — unjustly con- 
demned — put to death upon the cross 
— and his body imprisoned in the 
tomb : but having, through death, de- 
stroyed him that had the power of 
death; He, the Mighty Conqueror 
triumphantly arose to govern all 
worlds ! ! And in the exercise of his 
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dominion, to save his oppressed people 
from their enemies, and finally to re- 
ceive them into His Everlasting 
Kingdom and Glory. 



END OF THE first VOLUME. 
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AND SOLD BY F. WESTLET, 

la 2 vols. 12nio. neatly half bouod. Price 10s. 

VOL. I. 

THE 

VILLAGE IN AN UPROAR, 

WITH ITS 8E40EL, 

TOM'S ALIVE. 

** The Author, who is a wann friend to the Missionarj 
cause, takes occasion from the supposed visit of a far- 
mer's man to London, at the anniversary in May, to 
represent the miserable state of the heathen, the zeal 
ofreligious people, &c— The Author has imitated the 
manner of Mr. Hill in his Village Dialogues, and to 
those who are not too &stidious to admit of humour in 
religious, productions, they will furnish acceptable en- 
tertainment**— £van. Mag, Feb. 1815. 



VOL. II. 

THE PAGAN TEMPLE, 

WITH ITS SEQUEL, 

THE OLD LADY. 

« The title of this little work is so mysterious, that 
few of our readers, if not informed of its true object, 
would expect to find in it a sequel to that popular pam- 
phlet « The Village in an Uproar/ by the same lively 
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and humourous pen. We are fUllj satisfied of the purit j 
and benevolence of the Author's intentions : and we 
hope that some persons, who would not be disposed to 
read a grave treatise in a sermon, may be induced, bj 
the novelty and sprightliness of this work, to peruse it 
to their spiritual and eternal advantage.*'— j^von. Mag. 
1816. 

" This Old Lady is both pious and facetious, instruc- 
tive and entertaining; and as such, we recommend 
her to the tea-tables of our readers, whose hospitality 
will be well rewarded by much cheerful religious con« 
Teraation."— J^vaii jlf(E^« 4prt/, I8l7. 

The above Works, 

Containing a Series of Dialogues on Missionary 
and other Subjects, may be had separately. 
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THE GEOGRAPHY OF ENGLAND, 

On a Copper-plate Sheet, Royal Demy ; price 
28. Exhibiting in one View the Population, 
Houses, Market Towns, Cities, Mem- 

BEBS SENT TO PARLIAMENT, &C. &C. in the 

various Counties. Adapted for the Counting- 
bouse, Seminary, and Private Student. 
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